
AGENDA
Sportsground Advisory Committee Meeting

To be held on Wednesday 11 September 2024
At 5:30 pm

Civic Centre, Council Chambers
24 Stuart Highway, Katherine NT 0850

The Chief Executive Officer of Katherine Town Council 
hereby provides notice of Sportsground Advisory Committee

in accordance with Section 97(1) of the Local Government Act 2019
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COMMITTEE - Deputy Mayor Denis Coburn

- Councillor Jeremy Trembath 

- Allen Storey

- Nicole Gadd

- Nicole Simmonds

- Lauren Chapman

- Sue Sinclair

- Karin Spain

- Nat Dillon

- Karisa Morrison

OFFICERS - Brett Kimpton – Manager Environment and Municipal

- Sammi Timm – Infrastructure Administration Officer (Minute Taker)

VISION: MISSION: VALUES:

Katherine is a place of 
opportunities. We 

celebrate diversity as we 
live, work, learn and grow 

together.

Together, we will work 
effectively today to 

shape our exceptional 
future tomorrows.

1. Accepting of diversity

2. Sense of community

3. Respect for people, 
environment, and culture.
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
We would like to acknowledge that this meeting is being held on the traditional lands of the first nations 
people of the Katherine township and surrounding council communities. We recognise the first nations 
culture as one of the longest surviving cultures in the world and we pay our respects to Elders both past, 
present and future.

2 ATTENDANCE
2.1 PRESENT

2.2 APOLOGIES

3 OPENING OF THE MEETING

4 DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Members Disclosure Conflict of Interest
 
Committee Members must declare any conflicts of interest in accordance with the Council’s Conflict-of-
Interest Policy. A copy of this policy can be downloaded from www.katherine.nt.gov.au or obtained by 
emailing records@ktc.nt.gov.au

5 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
5.1 UNCONFIRMED MINUTES - TUESDAY APRIL 18 2023

Report Type: For recommendation to council
Attachments: 1. 18 April 2023 Unconfirmed Minutes Sportsgrounds Advisory Co [5.1.1 - 5 pages]

Recommendation 

That the Sportsground Advisory Committee confirm the minutes of the Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee 
Meeting held on 18 April 2023 as a true and accurate record.

http://www.katherine.nt.gov.au/
mailto:records@ktc.nt.gov.au
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KATHERINE SPORTSGROUNDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
TUESDAY 18 APRIL 2023 AT 5.30PM, CIVIC CENTRE

MINUTES

1. WELCOME
Meeting opened at 5.36pm

Councilor Coburn welcomed everyone to the meeting.

In Attendance:
Deputy Mayor Coburn KTC Elected Member - Chair (DM)
Karin Spain Katherine Tennis Club
Allen story Katherine Swimming Club
Kallum Peckham-McKenzie Katherine Rugby league
Brendan Pearce KTC Director Infrastructure & Environment (DI&E) 
Virginya Boon KTC Manager Operations

2. APOLOGIES
Lauren Chapman Katherine Netball Association
Shayla Rice Katherine Rugby League Club Inc

3. CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
That the minutes of the Katherine Sports Ground Advisory Committee held on 8 February 
2023 be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting.

K Spain / D Coburn
Carried 5/0 

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1 Fencing: 

▪ DM Coburn advised he was not aware of the fencing that is and will be taking 
place at the Sports Grounds

▪ Clubs were advised that the fencing alongside the pavilion was going to be 
chain mesh and only approx. one metre high as is with other sporting fields

▪ Clubs were advised that there is going to be garrison style fencing along the 
Stuart Highway frontage of the Sports Grounds and that this has been funded by 
NT Government

▪ Allen Story asked if the pool was also going to be included in the fencing
➢ DI&E advised that because of the upgrade it wouldn't be feasible to do any 

works in that area as it would probably be included in the upgrade

5. GENERAL BUSINESS
5.1 Oval 1 Lighting:

▪ Waiting on Pedro to get crane hire so he can finish off the work which is on one 
tower

5.2 Oval 2 Lighting and Temporary light Hire:
▪ KTC has lodged an insurance claim after the lightning strike on Oval 2 lights
▪ Waiting on a final quote before we get an answer from the insurer
▪ Insurer has agreed to help cover the cost of temporary lighting
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KATHERINE SPORTSGROUNDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
TUESDAY 18 APRIL 2023 AT 5.30PM, CIVIC CENTRE

MINUTES
▪ Need to clarify if the costs for temporary lighting cover training nights as well as 

Friday game nights 
5.3 Pavilion Update:

▪ Certifier coming tomorrow to inspect building and hopefully Certificate of 
Occupancy will be issued within two weeks after that

▪ Looking at doing a BBQ for User Groups to show them how everything works in 
the building

▪ DI&E briefly explained how the hire arrangements work for clubs
▪ DI&E explained there were two office spaces to hire out and KTC would ask for 

expressions of interest for anyone who was interested
▪ There are tokens for light and air conditioning operations
▪ DI& E explained that the key system would be electronic
➢ Kallum asked if there was a physical key in case this system failed
➢ Clubs were advised that the system has been in place at other sites and is 

tried and tested and does work
▪ Kallum asked if there was a PA system installed
➢ Clubs were advised that there was no PA System but there was infrastructure 

in place to potentially have this type of system installed
▪  Clubs were advised that there was also no scoreboard but there was potential to    

have one of these as well

5.4 Fencing Sports Pavilion:
▪ Clubs were advised that Law Rural is currently fencing the ovals along the sides 

of the Pavilion. He has started on oval 1 then will be going straight onto Oval 2
▪ DM Coburn asked if the fence between Oval 1 and the Playground was going to 

stay
➢ Clubs were advised that the Playground needed to be fenced and locked up 

to prevent damage being done at night
5.5 Toilet Block – Adventure Playground & Softball 

▪ Clubs were advised that the playground side of the toilets was currently open for 
use

▪ Clubs were advised that the Softball side of the toilets was not in use yet and 
that Council was working on how the area was going to be set up for fencing and 
parking

▪ There was a suggestion to keep the bollards out from around the softball field 
and allow people attending the softball field to drive all the way around the field

5.6 Hire Agreements
▪ Clubs were advised to come in and speak with Casey as soon as possible 

regarding their hire agreements for the season including the use of the pavilion
5.7 Aquatic Centre Upgrade

▪ Swimming Club asked if there were any updates on the upgrade to the aquatic 
centre
➢ Clubs were advised that Council had received a commitment of $10m in 

funding for the upgrade project
➢ Prior to the $10m commitment, Council had an offer of $300k and this 

funding can be used to do a feasibility study and scope of works for the 
project
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KATHERINE SPORTSGROUNDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
TUESDAY 18 APRIL 2023 AT 5.30PM, CIVIC CENTRE

MINUTES

6. OTHER BUSINESS
6.1 Tennis Club:

▪ Asked how the repairs were going 
➢ The club was advised that the repairs were being undertaken this 

week
▪ Asked how they could get another key for their building

➢ The club was advised to come in and speak with Casey

6.2 Softball:
▪ Kallum advised he would make contact with someone from Netball to ask if they 

could get a representative on the advisory committee
6.3 Car Parking – Netball:

▪ Request to put car parking for netball on the agenda for the next meeting
6.4 Actions List:

▪ All clubs were asked if they were happy for the current items on the action list to 
be removed as they had been dealt with and were quite old now
➢ Clubs present agreed 

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
14 June 2023.

8. MEETING CLOSED
6:41pm
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KATHERINE SPORTSGROUNDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
TUESDAY 18 APRIL 2023 AT 5.30PM, CIVIC CENTRE

MINUTES

ACTION ITEMS TABLE

MEETING 
DATE

ACTION ITEM RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICER

STATUS / COMMENTS

18/4/23 6.3 Car parking at Netball to be added to agenda for 
the next advisory meeting

KTC
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KATHERINE SPORTSGROUNDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
TUESDAY 18 APRIL 2023 AT 5.30PM, CIVIC CENTRE

MINUTES

MEETING 
DATE

ACTION ITEM RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICER

STATUS / COMMENTS
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6 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
6.1 ACTION UPDATE

Report Type: For noting
Attachments: 1. Action items 18 April 2023 [6.1.1 - 1 page]

Officer Recommendation 

That the Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee receive and note the Action update.



KATHERINE SPORTSGROUNDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
TUESDAY 18 APRIL 2023 AT 5.30PM, CIVIC CENTRE 

MINUTES 

4 

 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS TABLE 
 

MEETING 
DATE 

ACTION ITEM RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICER 

STATUS / COMMENTS 

18/4/23 6.3 Car parking at Netball to be added to agenda for 
the next advisory meeting 

KTC Item has been added to agenda for discussion. 
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7 ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
7.1 PRESENTATION - NORTHERN TERRITORY SPORTS ACADEMY AND SPORTS INTEGRITY 

UPDATES

Report Type: For noting
Attachments: Nil

NTG Sport and Recreation division will provide a presentation and update to the committee. 
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7.2 TERMS OF REFERENCE

    

Author: Sammi-Jo Timm, I & E Administration Officer
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For noting
Attachments: 1. Terms-of- Reference- Showgrounds-and- Multi- Purpose- Advisory- Committee 

[7.2.1 - 3 pages]
2. Council Policy - Advisory Committee - Effective October 2022 [7.2.2 - 5 pages]

Officer Recommendation 

1. That the Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee receive and note the Terms of Reference for the 
Showgrounds and Multi-Purpose Centre Advisory Committee.

2. That the Committee recommend the following amendments to the Terms of Reference for the 
Showgrounds and Multi-Purpose Centre Advisory Committee: 

a. ....

3. That the Committee resolves to meet quarterly and on the second Tuesday of the month.

Purpose of Report

To allow this Committee to review its Terms of Reference (TOR), make recommendations to Council 
regarding revision of these Terms, and therefore inform the next review of this policy, due on 1 November 
2024.

Strategic Plan

1. STRONG LEADERSHIP - 1.1 Strong Leadership - Lead a strong local democracy with a community that is 
actively engaged in Katherine’s strategic direction.
1.1.2 Ensure strong internal governance with updated policies and procedures in place.

Municipal Plan

1.1 Governance - Governance and Elected Members
1.1.2 Ensure compliance with local government legislation.
1.2.2.2 Improve Council advisory committees' governance compliance with their Terms of Reference (ToR)
3.1.2.1 Ensure conformance with advisory committee Terms of Reference requirements

Background

The Terms of Reference which govern the Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee, and its meetings, are due for 
review on the 1 November 2024. Thus, the Committee is asked to provide recommendations to Council for 
its revision, particularly to better facilitate the activities of the Committee.

Discussion

Quorum has not been achieved at a Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee meeting since 18 April 2023. The 
Advisory Committee Policy, which governs the Terms of Reference, requires Council’s advisory committees 
to meet at least four times per annum, allowing strategic advice to Council. Nil meetings have been held in 
2024.
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Within the current TOR the following are not being adhered to. The Committee are requested to provide 
guidance on any change required: 

• The provision requiring the Committee to include one [registered community organisation 
representative] under the age of 25 years.

• The section stating that “[in] the event the Chairperson is unable to attend a meeting, the Chairperson 
shall nominate an acting chair for that meeting”, noting that the Advisory Committee Policy stipulates a 
chair be selected via voting by present members.

The committee are requested to advise on changing the meetings to quarterly rather than bi-,monthly and 
preference of Tuesday or Wednesday.

Consultation Process

There was no consultation process required for this report. 

Policy Implications

The Showgrounds and Multi-Purpose Centre Advisory Committee Terms of Reference state that the 
Committee must include members of certain demographics. This information is not formally collected and 
therefore this provision is not assessed as being met. 

The Terms of Reference also state that the Committee will convene at a minimum of four times per annum, 
this provision was not met with validity in 2023, and nil meetings have been held in 2024. 

The Advisory Committee Policy includes a provision stating “[the] Committee may co-opt additional 
members on a temporary basis for specific matters.” The current TOR do not include this.

Budget and Resource Implications

Within current service delivery budget and resource. 

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

As per the Advisory Committee Policy, the Terms of Reference for the Showgrounds and Multi-Purpose 
Centre Advisory Committee must be approved by resolution of Council – and therefore any revisions to 
these Terms must be so approved.

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
 



    

SHOWGROUND AND MULTI-PURPOSE CENTRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

Type: Terms of Reference 

Owner: Chief Executive Officer 

Responsible Officer: Director, Infrastructure and Environment 

Approval Date: 22 November 2022 Next Review: 1 November 2024 

Records Number: 171361 Council/CEO Decision: Council 

Policy Reference: Advisory Committee Policy 

 

1 PURPOSE 

Katherine Town Council encourages input from the community about its services, operations and facilities. Council 

Advisory Committees are one way for the community to provide input or advice to Council on a specific topic or the 

strategic management of a facility on an ongoing basis. 

The purpose of the Showground and Multi-Purpose Centre Advisory Committee is to provide Council with strategic 

guidance and/or recommendations in relation to the Katherine showground and multi-purpose centre on a regular 

basis. These Terms of Reference are to be read in conjunction with Council’s Advisory Committee policy. 

2 DETAILS 

The Katherine showgrounds and multi-purpose centre (the facilities), including the sportsgrounds, provide important 

community infrastructure in Katherine.  

The showgrounds provide facilities including the racecourse, pavilions, campgrounds, grandstands, the oval, rodeo 

arena, storage sheds and ablution blocks. The multi-purpose centre includes sportsgrounds to facilitate baseball, 

cricket, BMX, netball, softball and refreshment kiosks. 

Given the importance of this community infrastructure, it is essential that community members and groups that 

access the facilities have a mechanism to discuss key issues and engage with Council. The Advisory Committee will 

provide advice to Council in order to maximise the benefits to the Katherine community by supporting and 

enhancing agricultural and sporting activities in relation to facilities, infrastructure and events. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

The Advisory Committee will comprise of registered user members including:  

• One (1) each registered user community organisation representatives, one of whom is under the age of 25 

years, and 

• Two (2) Councillors. 

Relevant Council staff will assist in providing information in an observer capacity but will not be voting members of 

the Advisory Committee. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE – SHOWGROUND AND MULTI-PURPOSE CENTRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Membership of the Committee shall be for a period of two (2) years unless a recommendation to the contrary is 

adopted by Council at an Ordinary or Special Council Meeting.  

An increase or decrease in the Committee membership must be approved by resolution of Council at an Ordinary or 

Special Council Meeting.  

One month prior to the expiration of a member’s term on the Committee, Council shall seek nominations for a 

replacement, with the successful appointee being approved by Council at an Ordinary or Special Council Meeting. 

Appointment of community or community organisation members 

The external membership selection process for this Advisory Committee will include Expressions of Interest sought 

through a range of channels as decided by the Mayor, Councillors, Chief Executive Officer or relevant Director, 

Infrastructure and Environment. 

Appointment of Councillors  

Councillors will be appointed to the Advisory Committee by resolution at an Ordinary or Special Council Meeting. 

Chairperson 

The Chairperson may be a Councillor or other member of the Advisory Committee determined by the members’ 

majority vote.  

In the event the Chairperson is unable to attend a meeting, the Chairperson shall nominate an acting chair for that 

meeting.  

QUORUM 

The quorum for the Advisory Committee shall be half the number of members of the Committee, plus one. 

MEETINGS 

The Advisory Committee will meet a minimum of four (4) times per annum. A schedule of committee meetings will 

be developed and agreed to by the members and additional meetings shall be convened at the discretion of Council. 

If a voting member is absent for two consecutive meetings, the Chairperson will write to that member seeking an 

explanation on why they should remain on the Committee. 

The meetings will be an opportunity for Councillors to interact with the Group and receive views and opinions on 

matters relevant to the Committee. Meetings shall be Chaired by one of the Committee members.  

Council staff are not permitted to vote or move or second recommendations but can contribute advice during 

discussions on any subject. 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBLITIES 

The roles and responsibilities of the Advisory Committee are to:  

• provide Council with information and advice with respect to the views and concerns of all users and groups 

that use the facilities 

• provide Council with a key link between the community, users and groups, and other community interest 

groups 

• provide advice and recommendations to help inform Council’s decision-making regarding services and 

policies related to the facilities, and  

• assist Council to distribute information about relevant decisions to reach the targeted users and groups, and 

other community groups. 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE – SHOWGROUND AND MULTI-PURPOSE CENTRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 

Katherine Town Council will provide administrative support to the Committee by way of distributing the Notice of 

Meetings, creating, and circulating to the members an agenda, taking the minutes of each meeting, circulating to 

members the minutes of each meeting, writing an agenda report, and attaching the Committee minutes and 

including recommendations made by the Committee to Council for inclusion in the Ordinary Council Meeting 

Agenda.  

Katherine Town Council staff will provide appropriate advice and administrative support to assist the Committee to 

meet its obligations. 

REPORTING TO COUNCIL 

Following each meeting, the Advisory Committee will provide a report of the meeting to Council with its guidance 

and/or make recommendations to Council.  

The minutes of each committee meeting shall be attached to an agenda report to be dealt with accordingly at the 

Ordinary Council Meeting following the Committee meeting. 

 

3 ASSOCIATED POLICIES/DOCUMENTS 

Advisory Committee policy 

Privacy policy 

Confidential Information policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revision History 

Version Approval 

date 

Details of change Responsible officer 

1 22 November 

2022 

Created Director, Infrastructure and 

Environment 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE POLICY 

 

Type: Council Policy 

Owner: Chief Executive Officer 

Responsible Officer: Director, Corporate Services 

Approval Date: 27/09/2022 Next Review: 1 September 2026 

Records Number: 169788 Council/CEO Decision: Council 

Legislation Reference: Section 82 of the Local Government Act 2019  

 

1 PURPOSE 

Katherine Town Council encourages input from the community about its services, operations and facilities. Council 

Advisory Committees are one way for the community to provide input or advice to Council on a specific topic or the 

strategic management of a facility on an ongoing basis. 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure consistency across the formation and operation of Council Advisory 

Committees. 

2 SCOPE 

This policy applies to all elected members, employees and community members who are appointed to or involved in 

Council’s Advisory Committees established from time to time by resolution of Council. 

3 DEFINITIONS 

Advisory committee means a group of suitably experienced people appointed to give considered advice, 

recommendations in connection with Council business, established by resolution in accordance with section 82 of 

the Local Government Act 2019. 

Committee member means an individual or organisation represented by a delegated person who is appointed for 

the term of the Advisory Committee. 

  

COUNCIL POLICY 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE POLICY 

4 DETAILS 

Council has adopted an Advisory Committee Policy to ensure that consistent practice is followed for the 

establishment, operation and administration of Advisory Committees. 

Advisory Committees are appointed to provide regular advice and information to Council on specific subjects of 

interest to the community and Council. They promote the awareness of a specific topic within Council and the 

community, advise Council on current and emerging issues, provide a process for input into the planning and 

provision of services and facilities and a process for feedback from Council to the community. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Council may appoint an Advisory Committee to address a specific topic or the strategic management of a facility for 

a maximum term that is equal to the current term of Council.  

An Advisory Committee must be appointed in accordance with Section 82 of the Local Government Act 2019 and: 

• may only be appointed by Council resolution 

• may include in its members persons who are not Councillors, and 

• must have terms of reference, approved by council resolution, that set out its membership and functions. 

Subject to any resolution to the contrary, if an Advisory Committee is appointed for a particular purpose or for a 

limited time, the Advisory Committee is abolished and appointment of members to the Advisory Committee is 

terminated upon the fulfilment of that purpose or the expiration of that time. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

Committee members will be representative of the diversity of needs and issues relating to the specific topic of the 

Committee and will include Councillors and members of the community (both individual members and/or member 

organisations). Members may also include representatives from relevant State or Federal Government agencies, 

other Local Governments, professional or industry bodies or other parties as determined by Council. 

Organisations, agency, professional or industry bodies represented on the Advisory Committee may nominate one 

(1) delegate from the organisation they are representing. 

The Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson, of an Advisory Committee may be a Councillor or another member of the 

Advisory Committee as selected by the members’ majority vote.  

Each year on the twelve-month anniversary of the establishment of an Advisory Committee, Council may resolve to 

provide the opportunity to rotate the existing members (including Councillor/s) of that Advisory Committee with 

other Councillor/s and members. 

The membership of an Advisory Committee will be as stated in the Advisory Committee Terms of Reference.  

The external membership selection process for an Advisory Committee will include an Expressions of Interest sought 

through a range of channels as decided by the Mayor, Councillors, Chief Executive Officer or relevant Director. 

Committee members will be approved through a Council resolution at an Ordinary Meeting of Council. 

The Committee may co-opt additional members on a temporary basis for specific matters. 

AUTHORITY 

An Advisory Committee is a consultative Committee to Council that is designed to discuss key issues, engage with the 

community and make recommendations to Council as it pertains to the stated purpose of the Advisory Committee.  
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE POLICY 

An Advisory Committee and members of the Committee may provide input on a specific topic or the strategic 

management of a facility, but it does not hold decision making powers concerning the operations of Council, nor can 

it commit Council resources or be delegated any powers. 

MEMBER ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The following roles and responsibilities are conferred to each member of an Advisory Committee:  

• all members are responsible for ensuring the Advisory Committee Terms of Reference and this Policy are 

adhered to, and  

• all members of an Advisory Committee must ensure there is no conflict or possible conflict between the 

member’s private interests and the honest performance of the member’s role of advising or making a 

recommendation to Council. 

A member of an Advisory Committee will not:  

• improperly use information acquired as a member of the Advisory Committee to gain, directly or indirectly, a 

financial advantage for that person or someone else 

• improperly use information acquired as a member of the Advisory Committee to damage Council’s 

reputation 

• release information that the member knows or should reasonably know is information that is confidential to 

Council 

• release information that the member knows or should reasonably know is information that Council wishes to 

keep confidential 

• make public or media comment on behalf of Council, unless the Member is authorised in accordance with 

Council’s media policy. 

OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION 

The Director of the relevant Directorate, or nominee, will provide appropriate advice and administrative support to 

assist all Advisory Committees to meet their obligations. Meeting administration and protocols for an Advisory 

Committee will be in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 2019 and as stated in the 

Terms of Reference for the Advisory Committee.  

The following key meeting protocols must be adhered to for each Advisory Committee meeting:  

• a quorum for an Advisory Committee meeting shall be half the number of members of the Committee plus 

one 

• the Chairperson will preside at an Advisory Committee meeting. However, if the Chairperson is absent or 

unavailable to preside, a member of the Advisory Committee chosen by the members present at the 

Advisory Committee meeting will preside 

• a non-member may attend an Advisory Committee meeting as an observer only 

• a member of an Advisory Committee (whether or not they are a Councillor) may vote on business before the 

Advisory Committee except Council employees, who are not allowed to Move, Second or Vote on 

recommendations, and 

• recommendations of Advisory Committees will be by majority voting of members only. 

An Advisory Committee must determine the dates, times and places for its meetings, however, must meet a 

minimum of four (4) times per year or as otherwise deemed necessary. 

Minutes of each Advisory Committee meeting will be submitted to the next Ordinary Meeting of Council and will be 

publicly available unless Council has exempted the Advisory Committee to keep minutes of its proceedings in 

accordance with Council’s Privacy Policy or Confidential Information Policy.  
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE POLICY 

If any committee member is absent for three (3) consecutive meetings without having obtained leave of absence 

from the Committee, the member’s continued membership of that Committee will be referred to Council for 

determination. 

REMUNERATION 

External Advisory Committee Members do not receive any form of remuneration except the external independent 

members on the Audit and Risk Management Committee or as approved by Council resolution. 

AUDIT AND RISK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Council’s Audit and Risk Management Committee is a special advisory committee established by Council under Part 

5.3 of the Local Government Act 2019. The role of the Committee is to: 

• monitor and review the integrity of Council's financial management 

• to monitor and review internal controls  

• to make recommendations to Council about financial management, audit and risk matters. 

The members of the Audit and Risk Management Committee may consist of, or include persons who are not 

members of the council. However, the chairperson must not be an elected member of the Council or a member of 

the Council's staff. 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE POLICY 

 

5 ASSOCIATED POLICIES/DOCUMENTS 

Privacy policy 

Confidential Information policy 

 

 

 

 

 

6 REFERENCES AND RELATED LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revision History 

Version Approval 

date 

Details of change Responsible officer 

1 27/09/2022 Created Director, Corporate 

Services 
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7.3 UPDATE REPORT

Author: Sammi-Jo Timm, I & E Administration Officer
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For noting
Attachments: 1. Katherine Aquatic Centre 3 D Map [7.3.1 - 1 page]

Officer Recommendation 

That the Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee receive and note the updates at the Sportsgrounds.

Purpose of Report

To provide an update to the Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee of what has happened at the 
Sportsgrounds since the last quorum meeting on 18 April 2023.

Strategic Plan

1. STRONG LEADERSHIP - 1.1 Strong Leadership - Lead a strong local democracy with a community that is 
actively engaged in Katherine’s strategic direction.
1.1.3 Improve transparency around issues affecting the community.

3. SPORTS AND CIVIC EVENTS - 3.1 Sports and Civic Events - Provide sporting infrastructure and 
appropriate events to encourage community connectedness. 
3.1.2 Improve participation in user advisory groups and improve coordination of these groups on Council 
land.

Municipal Plan

1.5.5.2 Promote Katherine Life as a resource for people considering investing and living in Katherine
3.1.2.2 Work with all users to ensure maximum utilisation of facilities

Background

To update the Sportsground Advisory Committee on events of interest since the last quorum meeting in 
April 2023.

Discussion

Completed projects since April 2023:

• Oval fencing stage 1 (fencing) - Completed May 2023

• Sportsgrounds wayfinding signage – Completed August 2023

• Oval fencing stage 2 (gates) - Completed October 2023

• Solar lights installed around playpark and skate park – Completed March 2024

• Carpark line marking at Aquatic Centre – March 2024

• Stage 1 fencing of Sportsgrounds (Stuart Highway) - Completed May 2024

• Repairs of Adventure Play Park toilet block – Completed July 2024

• BMX Electricity Metre (struck by lightning) - Completed August 2024
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Projects in progress:

• Pavilion defects; one defect remaining – to be completed in September 2024

• Playpark east side access fencing – to be completed in September 2024

• Stage 2 fencing of Sportsgrounds (Chambers Drive) - to be completed in October 2024

• Aquatic Centre upgrade – currently scheduled for re-opening July 2025. 

The redeveloped Katherine Aquatic Centre will include:

 the current 50-metre pool which will be extensively renovated
 a 25-metre, six-lane, 1.05 -1.4-metre deep, heated pool with an accessibility ramp, diving blocks on 

the deep end, and a ledge for learn-to-swim classes. The pool will be particularly suited to 
swimming lessons and fitness classes and it incorporates shading

 a splash zone with play area, activation toys, ground sprays and umbrella shades
 new plant and equipment rooms
 an assisted change facility to provide change room access to people with a disability.

The council is seeking further funding to incorporate:

 a solar energy upgrade to reduce running costs and carbon footprint
 a larger recreation/leisure area in the remaining space which could include BBQ areas and an 

additional playground.

This and additional information can be found via the following link:

 https://www.yoursaykatherine.com.au/aquatic-centre-upgrade

Update on vandalism since April 2023:

• Athletics and Cricket roller doors replaced – August 2023

• Adventure Playpark Toilet Block lit on fire – September 2023

• Rugby Union shed – September 2023

• Tennis Club – multiple

• Grass fires - multiple

Number of reported vandalisms: 

• Fence vandalism: 23 instances

• Buildings vandalism: 23 instances

• Sportsground in general: 25 instances

Actions taken to curb anti-social behaviour:

• Sportsgrounds sports lights being left on at night-time – started September 2023

• Stationing a Police camera outside the Tennis Club - Positioned August 2024

https://www.yoursaykatherine.com.au/aquatic-centre-upgrade


AGENDA - Sportsground Advisory Committee - 11 September 2024

7.3
  

Page:25 of 60

Council Regional Precincts and Partnerships Program (RPPP) Application

Council has applied for $1,768,710 through the Regional Precincts and Partnerships Program – Precinct 
Development and Planning for the Katherine and Big Rivers Multi Purpose Sport and Recreation Hub. 
 
Katherine Town Council will partner with the NT Government, Katherine-based NGOs, Indigenous 
organisations and sporting and community groups to plan the development of a multi-purpose regional 
sports, recreation, and community hub linked to the existing Katherine Aquatic Centre and Sportsground 
environs. The project will redevelop an existing NT Government building into a modern indoor sports and 
community centre that will also serve as an evacuation centre for the Big Rivers region and a space to host 
large indoor social events and conferences, providing the Big Rivers region with year-round access to 
sporting and community events.
 
The project will upgrade and create better connectivity within the existing Katherine Sports Grounds. The 
Sports Ground's development is based on the Katherine Sports Ground Masterplan draft for 2018 – 2027. 

The group, led by the Katherine Town Council, seeks funding for stakeholder engagement, feasibility and 
shovel-ready design plans for a new multipurpose facility and a masterplan for new elements of the 
surrounding precinct.

Aims:
• Redevelop the current NT government-owned Henry Scott Recreation Centre with a modern 

multipurpose facility providing indoor netball, basketball and hockey facilities. Its dual purpose will 
be as an all-weather community facility to host large community events, like regional conferences 
and balls, and operate as an emergency shelter to house people from outlying communities in 
significant weather events, such as floods. 

• Provide a traffic flow, parking and pedestrian connection between the new multipurpose facility, 
the proposed future AFL ground and the (soon to be redeveloped) Aquatic Centre

• Provide an entry area connecting the three new facilities
 
The YMCA operates the Henry Scott Recreation Centre as a gym and recreation centre. The centre runs a 
community youth program to engage local youth through sports, interaction, and meals. The building is 
dated and requires redevelopment or replacement, allowing for all its existing functions. 
The proposed redeveloped indoor facility would incorporate:

• Indoor netball and basketball courts of a standard to attract regional competitions
• Change rooms, public amenities and office space for allied health services
• An indoor, air-conditioned space to host large gatherings, including conferences and social events, 

such as balls
• The public library

 
The building will also function as an evacuation centre with space to co-locate NGO services during 
evacuations. 
 
The Katherine Aquatic Centre, located next to the Henry Scott Centre, is undergoing an upgrade. This is 
currently considered as a standalone project, but there is the potential to link this design the larger precinct 
development, creating greater cohesion.
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A future AFL ground is proposed to the east of the existing sports ground precinct, with support from native 
title stakeholders. This project may take several years to complete, but an entrance and link to this future 
facility can be considered now in conjunction with Henry Scott Recreation Centre redevelopment, subject 
to native title support.
 
This project endeavours to link these three elements and ensure that any development considers the 
future needs, traffic flow and human circulation between the three spaces.

Katherine Town Council publications released for the new Financial Year 2024/2025

Municipal Plan 2024/2025

Katherine Town Council’s action plan on the services, programs, events, facilities, and infrastructure Council 
will deliver and maintain for the community in 2024/2025. This plan also contains Council’s annual budget.

https://www.katherine.nt.gov.au/Profiles/katherine/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Municipal_Plan/Munici
pal_Plan_2024-25_WEB.pdf

Fees and Charges 2024/2025

https://www.katherine.nt.gov.au/documents/561/fees-and-charges-20242025

Engagement and Informational Platforms – Launched 2024

Your Say Katherine

It’s here that you can have your say on Council projects affecting our community. Give us feedback or share 
your knowledge and experiences. Your voice is important to help us make better decisions.

https://www.yoursaykatherine.com.au/

Katherine Life

Council have created this interactive tool to streamline essential information for new residents

https://katherinelife-liveability.bubbles.orbviz.com/public/custom-71ac567025a049fb9aa3610c9d5588c5

Know Your Council

https://ktc-2023-24.bubbles.orbviz.com/public/sa-
500c3da920484364/Infrastructure%20and%20Environment

Consultation Process

There was no consultation process required for this report. 

Policy Implications

There are no policy implications resulting from the decision. 

Budget and Resource Implications

Within current service delivery budget and resource. 

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

There are no risk, legal and legislative implications. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

https://www.katherine.nt.gov.au/Profiles/katherine/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Municipal_Plan/Municipal_Plan_2024-25_WEB.pdf
https://www.katherine.nt.gov.au/Profiles/katherine/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Municipal_Plan/Municipal_Plan_2024-25_WEB.pdf
https://www.katherine.nt.gov.au/documents/561/fees-and-charges-20242025
https://www.yoursaykatherine.com.au/
https://katherinelife-liveability.bubbles.orbviz.com/public/custom-71ac567025a049fb9aa3610c9d5588c5
https://ktc-2023-24.bubbles.orbviz.com/public/sa-500c3da920484364/Infrastructure%20and%20Environment
https://ktc-2023-24.bubbles.orbviz.com/public/sa-500c3da920484364/Infrastructure%20and%20Environment
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Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
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7.4 DRAFT 2018-2027 MASTER PLAN - KATHERINE SHOWGROUND AND MULTI-PURPOSE 
CENTRE

Author: Sammi-Jo Timm, I & E Administration Officer
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For noting
Attachments: 1. Katherine Sports Ground Reserve Master Plan V3 Dec 17 [7.4.1 - 26 pages]

2. Katherine Sports Precinct - Dec 2022 [7.4.2 - 1 page]

Officer Recommendation 

1. That the Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee receive and note the Katherine Town Council 2018-
2027 Master Plan for the Katherine Sportsground – Draft V1. 2. 

2. That the Committee review the draft Master Plan and provide feedback by the next meeting.

Purpose of Report

To request that the Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee receive and note the 2018-2027 Master Plan for the 
Katherine Sports ground – Draft V1. 

Strategic Plan

3. SPORTS AND CIVIC EVENTS - 3.1 Sports and Civic Events - Provide sporting infrastructure and 
appropriate events to encourage community connectedness. 
3.1.3 Develop key sporting infrastructure such as an all-weather/multipurpose sports arena.

3. SPORTS AND CIVIC EVENTS - 3.2 Brand Identity - Develop and implement a brand identity that is 
uniquely Katherine’s 
3.2.1 Craft Katherine’s personality and identity by playing to our strengths.

4. GROWTH AND SUSTAINABILITY - 4.1 Better Infrastructure - Identify infrastructure in need of upgrading, 
potential for new infrastructure, and develop long-term plans to anticipate opportunities for better 
infrastructure.
4.1.3 Review Council’s available land to consider potential utilisation opportunities.
4.1.4 Investigate an all-weather multipurpose facility.

Municipal Plan

2.1.2.1 Assess the condition of public amenities throughout Katherine and implement remediation where 
required
2.2.1.1 Secure funding for the Katherine Sports Precinct  expansion to include AFL field, Conference and 
Evacuation centre, improved gym facilities and undercover sports courts
3.1.2.1 Ensure conformance with advisory committee Terms of Reference requirements
3.1.2.2 Work with all users to ensure maximum utilisation of facilities
3.1.3.1 Incorporate indoor sports facilities in the design of the proposed multipurpose sports and 
recreation precinct 
4.1.4.1 Funding for the multipurpose sport and recreation precinct expansion to include AFL field, 
conference and evacuation centre, improved gym facilities and undercover sports courts
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Background

The 2018-2027 Master Plan was developed with community members, user groups – sporting and event - 
the Committe and Council, and is part of the larger Katherine Town Council Sport and Recreation Master 
Plan. It is intended to guide strategic planning to allow optimal use of the Sports ground as a Precinct of 
recreational, cultural, and sporting activities.

The committee provided support and endorsement of the Master Plan in 2021 although this did not 
progress to Council to formalise and adopt the plan.

Discussion

The Sportsground Advisory Committee is requested to review and provide feedback on the draft 2018-2027 
Master Plan to advise Council on this vision for the Sportsground as a Precinct.

This Master Plan will be used as a basis should Council be successful in the Regional Precincts and 
Partnerships Program (RPPP).

Consultation Process

There was no consultation process required for this report. 

Policy Implications

There are no policy implications resulting from the decision. 

Budget and Resource Implications

Within current service delivery budget and resource. 

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

There are no risk, legal and legislative implications. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
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8 COMMITTEE MEMBER BUSINESS
8.1 CHAIRS ITEMS

  

Committee 
Member: 

Deputy Mayor Denis Coburn 

Attachments: Nil 
  

1. Fencing of the facility and internal fences
2. Security
3. Watering
4. Internal roads
5. Lighting
6. Buidling use
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8.2 ALLEN STORY ITEMS

  

Committee 
Member: 

Allen Story 

Attachments: Nil 
  

1. Update on progress and timeliness of the Aquatic Centre upgrade and potential extra items the 
Club are interested in.
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9 CLOSURE OF THE MEETING
 The next Sportsground Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on a future date to be confirmed.
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