
AGENDA
Ordinary Meeting of Council

To be held on Tuesday 26 November 2024
At 12:00 pm

Civic Centre, Council Chambers
24 Stuart Highway, Katherine NT 0850

The Chief Executive Officer of Katherine Town Council 
hereby provides notice of the Ordinary Meeting of Council

in accordance with Section 92 of the Local Government Act 2019
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ELECTED MEMBERS - Mayor Elisabeth Clark (Chair)

- Deputy Mayor Denis Coburn

- Councillor Maddy Bower

- Councillor Amanda Kingdon

- Councillor Peter McDougall

- Councillor Kerrie Mott 

- Councillor Jeremy Trembath

OFFICERS - Ingrid Stonhill – Chief Executive Officer

- Amanda Haigh – Manager Governance and Risk 

- Nikola Faberova – Executive Assistance Governance – Minute Taker

- Desiree Rodgers – Finance Manager

- Irenee McCreevy – Manager People and Culture

- Brett Kimpton – Manager Environment and Municipal Services

- Casey Anderson – Manager Corporate Administration

- Kimberly Worrigal – Contracts Coordinator

VISION: MISSION: VALUES:

Katherine is a place of 
opportunities. We 

celebrate diversity as we 
live, work, learn and grow 

together.

Together, we will work 
effectively today to 

shape our exceptional 
future tomorrows.

1. Accepting of diversity

2. Sense of community

3. Respect for people, 
environment, and culture.
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
We would like to acknowledge that this meeting is being held on the traditional lands of the first nations 
people of the Katherine township and surrounding council communities. We recognise the first nations 
culture as one of the longest surviving cultures in the world and we pay our respects to Elders both past, 
present and future.

2 OPENING PRAYER
Grant O God to this Council wisdom, understanding and sincerity of purpose in the Governance of this 
Municipality. Amen

3 OPENING OF THE MEETING

4 ATTENDANCE
4.1 PRESENT

4.2 APOLOGIES

4.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

5 DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Members Disclosure Conflict of Interest
 
Elected Members must declare any conflicts of interest in accordance with Councils Conflict-of-Interest 
Policy. A copy of this policy can be downloaded from www.katherine.nt.gov.au or obtained by emailing 
records@ktc.nt.gov.au

6 PRESENTATIONS FROM EXTERNAL AGENCIES

7 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
7.1 MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 22 OCTOBER 2024

Report Type: For decision
Attachments: 1. Ordinary Meeting of Council 22 October 2024- Minutes - Unconfirmed [7.1.1 - 

18 pages]

   

Recommendation 

That Council confirm the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 22 October 2024 as a true and 
accurate record.

http://www.katherine.nt.gov.au/
mailto:records@ktc.nt.gov.au


MINUTES
Ordinary Meeting of Council

Held on Tuesday 22 October 2024

Civic Centre, Council Chambers
24 Stuart Highway, Katherine NT 0850

AGENDA - Ordinary Meeting of Council - 26 November 2024

ATT: 7.1.1 Ordinary Meeting of Council 22 October 2024- Minutes -
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
We would like to acknowledge that this meeting is being held on the traditional lands of the first nations 
people of the Katherine township and surrounding council communities. We recognise the first nations 
culture as one of the longest surviving cultures in the world and we pay our respects to Elders both past, 
present and future.

2 OPENING PRAYER
Grant O God to this Council wisdom, understanding and sincerity of purpose in the Governance of this 
Municipality. Amen

3 OPENING OF THE MEETING

Mayor Clark declared the Ordinary Meeting of Council - 22 October 2024 open at 12:00 pm.
Meeting recorded for minutes taking purposes. 

4 ATTENDANCE
4.1 PRESENT

ELECTED MEMBERS 
- Mayor Elisabeth Clark (Chair)
- Deputy Mayor Denis Coburn
- Councillor Amanda Kingdon (audio only)
- Councillor Peter McDougall
- Councillor Kerrie Mott
- Councillor Jeremy Trembath

OFFICERS 
- Ms Ingrid Stonhill – Chief Executive Officer
- Amanda Haigh – Manager Governance and Risk
- Nikola Faberova - Executive Assistant Governance (minute taker)
- Casey Anderson - Manager Corporate Administration
- Matt Arnott - Manager Projects Portfolio
- Kimberly Worrigal - Contracts Coordinator
- Irenee McCreevy - Manager People and Culture
- Desiree Rodgers - Manager Finance

PUBLIC - 9

4.2 APOLOGIES

Nil.

4.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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Moved: Deputy Mayor Coburn; Seconded: Councillor Trembath

That Council accepts the leave of absence of Councillor Bower.

Voting did not occur. 

5 DECLARATION OF INTEREST

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any conflicts of interest.

6 PRESENTATIONS FROM EXTERNAL AGENCIES
6.1 PRESENTATIONS - NIL

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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7 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
7.1 MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 24 SEPTEMBER 2024

Councillor Kingdon left the meeting at 12:04 pm due to issues with her internet connection. 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-218 
Moved: Councillor McDougall; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

That Council confirm the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24 September 2024 as a true 
and accurate record.

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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7.2 MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 4 OCTOBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-219 
Moved: Councillor McDougall; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

That Council confirm the minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held on 4 October 2024 as a true and 
accurate record.

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

8 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
8.1 ACTION UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-220 
Moved: Councillor Trembath; Seconded: Councillor McDougall

That Council receive and note the Action update.

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

Discussion

Action update register is difficult to read due to font size. 

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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9 MAYORAL BUSINESS
9.1 MAYOR ACTIVITIES SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-221 
Moved: Councillor Trembath; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

That Council receive and note the Mayoral activities for September 2024.

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

Discussion

Foodbank SA & NT are looking at opening an office and depot in Katherine. Currently supplying around 70 
families in Darwin and have up to 20 volunteers. Mayor has suggested to the Foodbank representatives to 
also meet up with Roper Gulf and Victoria Daly Regional Councils. 

Interview with London Times to discuss the impacts of Defence on Katherine. Correspondent based in 
Sydney. 

Katherine - Tindal Working group to provide an update on the upcoming activities. 

Meeting with Minister Jo Hersey. Mayor received a four year plan of CLP. Mayor to provide to Elected 
Members. 

There are crocodiles between the low level and high level. Cost to put up the barriers is over one million 
dollars and not affordable. 

Councillor McDougall congratulated the Mayor, CEO and Council Staff for the Business Excellence Awards 
wins. 

10 CORRESPONDENCE AND DOCUMENTS
10.1 CORRESPONDENCE INCOMING SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-222 
Moved: Councillor Trembath; Seconded: Councillor McDougall

That Council receive and note the Incoming Correspondence:
 Attachments: 1. Letter from the Chief Minister - Response to Congratulations Letter - 8 October 

2024 - ID202197 [10.1.1 - 1 page]
2. Letter from the Hon Steven Edgington - Response to Congratulations Letter - 16 

October 2024 - ID202634 [10.1.2 - 1 page]
3. Letter - Jo Hersey's Office - Congratulations - Awards Nominations - Local 

Government - 23 September 2024 - ID202202 [10.1.3 - 1 page]
4. Letter - Jo Hersey's Office - Congratulations - Awards Nominations - Corporate 

Social Responsibility - 23 September 2024 -ID202202 [10.1.4 - 1 page]
5. Letter to CEO - NTG - LG Compliance - Notification of Compliance Review 2023-24 - 

9 October 2024 - ID202336 [10.1.5 - 2 pages]
CARRIED 5|0

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

Discussion
Councillors look forward to meeting and working with the new government. Request to initiate a meeting 
and send an invitation was noted. 

Thanked Minister Jo Hersey for her letter of recognition of the Council's wins in two of the Business 
Excellence Awards categories. 

10.2 CORRESPONDENCE OUTGOING SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-223 
Moved: Councillor McDougall; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

That Council receive and note the Outgoing Correspondence:
Attachments: 1. Letter to the Minister - Hon Jo Hersey - Crime in Katherine - 3 October 2024 - 

ID202063 [10.2.1 - 2 pages]
2. Congratulations Letter - Hon Lia Finocchiato MLA - 30 September 2024 - ID201787 

[10.2.2 - 1 page]
3. Congratulations Letter - Hon Steven Edgington MLA - 30 September 2024 - 

ID201788 [10.2.3 - 1 page]
CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

Discussion
Acknowledged Minister Hersey and the new government are fixed on their target goals. Council look 
forward to working collaboratively as a team to improve the situation in Katherine. 

11 PETITIONS
11.0 PETITION - NIL

12 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (MATTERS REFERRED TO THE AGENDA)
12.1 PUBLIC QUESTIONS RECEIVED

There were no Questions from the Gallery at the Ordinary Meeting of Council - 22 October 2024

Question Response
 Why there is no answer to my question from the 
previous meeting of Council included in the 
minutes as requested during the last public 
question time?

To trigger the disciplinary action, there is no 
written complaint required. 
Public social media statement made as suggested.
Request to provide email and full name to be able 
to respond further if necessary. 

 Request to table the answer in the next minutes. Noted.

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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 Reference was made to the council Breach of 
Code of Conduct Policy. Minute taker could not 
hear a question asked.

 Taken on notice. Email sent to Ms Cummings

 Has the loan been drawn yet?  No. Loan has been approved by the Minister. 
  
  
  

 

13 NOTICE OF MOTION

14 REPORTS OF OFFICERS
14.1 AMENDMENT - WASTE FEES AND CHARGES 2024/25

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-224 
Moved: Deputy Mayor Coburn; Seconded: Councillor Trembath

That Council approve and adopt the amendment and newly imposed commercial waste charge for scrap 
metal.

a) Amend the current commercial waste charge for scrap metal from no fee to $74.30 per tonne.

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

Discussion
Acknowledged that commercial operators should pay for commercial waste and rate payers don't subside 
commercial waste. 

Noted that recycling seems to be discouraged and to be raised for the discussion when meeting with the 
new government. 

Request to have a discussion with commercial enterprises and to identify any budget and staffing 
implications. Taken on notice. 

14.2 POLICIES

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-225 
Moved: Councillor McDougall; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

1. That Council rescind the following: 

a) Greening Advisory Committee and Terms of Reference, 

b) Council Meeting Live Streaming Policy, and

c) Showgrounds and Multi-Purpose Centre Advisory Committee Terms of Reference.

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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2. That Council approve the following: 

a) Complaint against the CEO Policy Version 1,

b) Debt Recovery Policy Version 2,

c) Rates Debt Recovery Policy Version 2,

d) Showgrounds Advisory Committee Terms of Reference Version 2, and

e) Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee Terms of Reference Version 2.

3. That Council approve the Sportsground Advisory Committee to include proxy membership and update 
the Sportsgrounds Advisory Committee Terms of Reference and Advisory Committee Policy.

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

Discussion
Concerns raised about rescinding the Live Streaming policy although understand the technical challenges. 
Requested the Live Streaming policy remain on the Action register to be revised and included with the 
upgrades to the Civic centre. 

Greening strategy being reviewed to meet objectives and will be brought back to the Council for 
consideration. 

The Complaint against CEO Draft policy needs to be applicable in the future. Request to discuss with the 
local government unit questions regarding the process of CEO receiving the complaints directly, for 
example via email. 

 Difficulty recovering debts from tourists and travelers in regard to parking and traffic violations. Rangers 
find most local people do comply. Potential to start this discussion with the government due to being 
national issue. 

14.3 RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   
Moved: Deputy Mayor Coburn; Seconded: Councillor Trembath

That Council review and endorse the Reconciliation Action Plan. 

Discussion
Deputy Mayor would like to be included in developing this document. 

Councillor Mott apologised that she did not have enough time to read the Plan and that's why she won't be 
voting for its endorsement. 

AMENDMENT RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-226 
Moved: Councillor McDougall; Seconded: Councillor Trembath

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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1. That Council review and endorse the Reconciliation Action Plan. 

2. That following changes are made to the consultation process  section in the Reconciliation Action Plan.

Katherine Town Council working group was formed. Extensive internal and external consultation with  
Council's stakeholders took place. 

3. That following changes are made to the policy implications section in the Reconciliation Action Plan:

It is Council's ambition that where required, existing and new Council policy will reference the 
Reconciliation Action Plan. 

CARRIED 4|1

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Councillor Mott

14.4 FINANCE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-227 
Moved: Councillor McDougall; Seconded: Councillor Trembath

That Council endorses the Finance Report for the Month of September 2024.

CARRIED 4|1

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Councillor Mott

Discussion
Building Infrastructure Asset - The Outback Outhouse amount reflects the proposal for two low 
maintenance toilets near the Visitor centre that will be easier to clean, with no electricity required, and 
reduce damage sustained. 

First street redevelopment - Council is looking improving the maneuvering of trucks into the shopping 
complex to be able to get to the loading bay. Consultation has commenced with stakeholders and will be 
followed by public consultation. 

Tied fund breakdown noted, better for public to understand the Finance report. 

Investments do not automatically roll over unless there are specific circumstances like public holidays. All 
considered carefully before re-invested. 

Benefit of re-investing money is to make money from interests rates. 

14.5 COMMUNITY RELATIONS REPORT SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-228 
Moved: Councillor McDougall; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

That Council receive and note the Community Relations Department report for the Month of September 
2024. 

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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AGAINST: Nil

Discussion
Noted benefits of running programs like Dungeons and Dragons with research show that programs like 
these improve self- confidence, self - assurance, mental health problems, literacy, math skills and others. 

Acknowledged the hard working team in the library which deserves respect and support. 

14.6 CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION MONTHLY REPORT SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-229 
Moved: Councillor Trembath; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

That Council receive and note the Corporate Administration Report for the month of September 2024. 

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

Discussion
Commented the Council having to respond to repeated repairs from vandalism. The diligence and quick 
response of council staff is appreciated, noting the town looks great. 

14.7 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-230 
Moved: Deputy Mayor Coburn; Seconded: Councillor McDougall

That Council receive and note the report of the Environmental Services Department for September 2024.

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

Discussion
Town looks amazing thanks to staff and contractors. Positive feedback received from the community. 

Disgraceful how Council staff need to deal with cleaning of human feces and the team are commended for 
having to deal with this. 

Council ran glass recycling trial over last Christmas. Funding is not currently available. Request to raise topic 
for discussion with the new government. 

14.8 INFRASTRUCTURE AND PROJECTS REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-231 
Moved: Councillor McDougall; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

That Council receive and note the report of the Infrastructure Services Department for September 2024.

CARRIED 5|0

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

Discussion
Aquatic centre civil works have commenced. Final agreement with the contractor has been reached. Due to 
the increase in costs the Splash Zone will now not be funded by the grant. 

Funds for the Splash zone is being investigated. 

Civic centre upgrade loan approved by the Minister is to provide the upgrade to the whole building, not 
only the roof. Works required include non- compliant infrastructure such as the access ramp and air-  
conditioning, disabled access, WiFi and audio capabilities, hot water system and other elements needing to 
be upgraded. 

Fee for a burial includes a plaque and its installation. At the moment there is an ongoing audit of the 
current plots. Missing plaques have been identified and being replaced. 

Council is looking at different organic spray options for weeds. In discussions with local suppliers costs are 
higher therefore developing a trial for a small testing area that will be tabled to Elected Members once 
more information available. 

14.9 EARLY BIRD DRAW WINNER 2024/2025

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-232 
Moved: Councillor McDougall; Seconded: Councillor Trembath

That Council receives and notes the Early Bird Draw winner, that was drawn on the 09/10/2024 and 
facilitated by Mayor Elisabeth Clark. The winner for the Early Bird Draw for 2024/2025 is the ratepayer of 
Assessment 3285.

CARRIED 4|1

FOR: Mayor Clark, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Deputy Mayor Coburn

Discussion
Noted this initiative motivates rate payers to pay on time. 

15 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
15.1 MINUTES FROM COMMITTEES - NIL

16 ELECTED MEMBER ACTIVITIES
16.1 ELECTED MEMBER ACTIVITIES SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-233 
Moved: Deputy Mayor Coburn; Seconded: Councillor Trembath

That Council receive and note the Elected Member activities for September 2024.

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath

UN
CO
NF
IR
ME
D
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AGAINST: Nil

Discussion
Deputy Mayor has advised that he will submit his activities next month. 

17 LATE AGENDA
17.1 LATE AGENDA - NIL

Nil
18 GENERAL BUSINESS

Citizen of the Year nominations are open until 17 November 2024. More information on Council website. 

Christmas events for Christmas calendar submission until 25 October 2024. 

International Day of People with Disability Awards nominations are open until 15 November 2024. More 
information on Council website. 

Christmas lights competition registrations are open for the residents until 30 November 2024. Businesses 
are automatically included unless they opt out. 

Remembrance Day Service will be held on 11 November 2024 at the Cenotaph on Railway Terrace. Should 
you wish to lay a wreath, please contact the Council. 

19 CLOSURE OF MEETING TO PUBLIC
 The open meeting was declared closed to the public at 1:25 pm.

COUNCIL RESOLUTION  
Moved: Mayor Clark; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

Members, pursuant with Section 99(2) and 293(1) of the Local Government Act 2019 gives power to the 
council to close a meeting to the public to discuss the following confidential items, in relation to matters 
referred to in regulations 51 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021. This means that all 
members of the public are now asked to leave the Council Chambers. 

I now move a motion to close the meeting to public.

Your Worship, I wish to second that the meeting be closed to public. 

20 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
20.1 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES 24 SEPTEMBER 2024

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

UN
CO
NF
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D
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Sub-clause and Reason: (c) (i) information that would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to: cause 
commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on, any 
person.

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (c) (iv) information that would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to: 
 Subject to subregulation (3) – prejudice the interests of the council or 
some other person.

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (d) information subject to an obligation of confidentiality at law, or in 
equity.

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (e) subject to subregulation (3) – information provided to the council on 
condition that it be kept confidential and would, if publicly disclosed, be 
likely to be contrary to the public interest

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (f) subject to subregulation (2) – information in relation to a complaint of 
a contravention of the code of conduct.

20.2 CONFIRMATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES 24 SEPTEMBER 
2024

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (b) information about the personal circumstances of a resident or 
ratepayer;

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-209 
Moved: Councillor Trembath; Seconded: Councillor McDougall

1. That Council receive and note the minutes of the Administrative Review Committee held on 24 
September 2024.

 
2. That Council endorse the Administrative Review Committees decision that no correction is required 

to the assessment record for 2122 as the assessment meets the criteria of a separate parts or units 
on one allotment, pursuant with sections 232(1) or 233(7) of the Local Government Act 2019, that 
being 1 dwelling to 3 dwellings.

 
3. That Council move the resolution to the open minutes.

CARRIED 5|0
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FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

20.3 CONFIRMATION OF AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MINUTES 3 OCTOBER 2024

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (d) information subject to an obligation of confidentiality at law, or in 
equity.

20.4 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS CONFIDENTIAL SPECIAL MINUTES 4 OCTOBER 2024

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (c) (i) information that would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to: cause 
commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on, any 
person.

20.5 CONFIRMATION OF COMPLAINTS DECISION NOTICE SUB COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL 
MINUTES 14 OCTOBER 2024

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (a) information about the employment of a particular individual as a 
member of the staff or possible member of the staff of the council that 
could, if publicly disclosed, cause prejudice to the individual.

AMENDMENT RESOLUTION  OMC-2024-214
Moved: Councillor Trembath; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

1) That Council receive and note the minutes of the Complaints Decision Notice Sub Committee held 
on 14 October 2024.

2) That Council endorse the recommendations of the Complaints Decision Notice Sub Committee held 
on 14 October 2024.

3) That Council move the Complaints Decision Notice Sub Committee held on 14 October 2024 
resolution be made public in the council minutes: 

a) Complaint 1: no action required; 
b) Complaint 2: no action required; 
c) Complaint 3: no action required; 
d) Complaint 4: Councillor Kingdon formally write to all Elected Members to apologise for her 

conduct at the 23 April 2024 Ordinary Meeting of Council. 

4) The apology letter from Councillor Kingdon tabled and to be included in the above 
recommendation number three. 

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Deputy Mayor Coburn, Mayor Clark, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
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31 July 2024 
 
 
The Mayor Lis Clark, 
Deputy Mayor Coburn, 
Cr McDougall, Cr Bower, Cr Trembath, Cr Mott, 
Katherine Town Council 
 
To  Mayor Lis 
 
I would like to apologise, if any of my conduct at the 23 April 2024 Council meeting was found by you 
all to be discourteous, when I bought up business arising from previous minutes. 
 
I would also like to apologise if any of my after hours text messages and or email  pleas in regards to 
penalty decision were found to be discourteous. 
 
 
Most Sincere 
 
 
Cr Amanda Kingdon 
0418408938 
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AGAINST: Nil

20.6 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (c) (i) information that would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to: cause 
commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on, any 
person.

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (c) (iv) information that would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to: 
 Subject to subregulation (3) – prejudice the interests of the council or 
some other person.

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (e) subject to subregulation (3) – information provided to the council on 
condition that it be kept confidential and would, if publicly disclosed, be 
likely to be contrary to the public interest

20.7 TENDER AWARD - STREETLIGHTS

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (c) (i) information that would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to: cause 
commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on, any 
person.

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   OMC-2024-216
Moved: Councillor McDougall; Seconded: Deputy Mayor Coburn

1. That Council  award Tender 24-05 – Street Light Works - Various Locations to Aboriginal Enterprises 
Australia based on the submission of their schedule of rates. 

2. Release the resolution to the public minutes and council website.

CARRIED 5|0

FOR: Deputy Mayor Coburn, Mayor Clark, Councillor McDougall, Councillor Mott and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Nil

20.8 MAYORAL BUSINESS

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (a) information about the employment of a particular individual as a 
member of the staff or possible member of the staff of the council that 
could, if publicly disclosed, cause prejudice to the individual.

21 RESUMPTION OF OPEN MEETING
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The open meeting resumed at 2:21 pm.

22 CLOSURE OF THE MEETING
The Ordinary Meeting of Council - 22 October 2024 was declared closed at 2:22 pm.

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held on 26 November 2024.
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7.2 MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 1 NOVEMBER 2024

Report Type: For decision
Attachments: 1. Special Meeting of Council - 1 November 2024 - Minutes - Unconfirmed [7.2.1 - 4 

pages]

   

Recommendation 

That Council confirm the minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held on 1 November 2024 as a true and 
accurate record.



MINUTES
Special Meeting of Council

Held on Friday 1 November 2024

Civic Centre, Council Chambers
24 Stuart Highway, Katherine NT 0850
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
We would like to acknowledge that this meeting is being held on the traditional lands of the first nations 
people of the Katherine township and surrounding council communities. We recognise the first nations 
culture as one of the longest surviving cultures in the world and we pay our respects to Elders both past, 
present and future.

2 OPENING PRAYER
Grant O God to this Council wisdom, understanding and sincerity of purpose in the Governance of this 
Municipality. Amen

3 OPENING OF THE MEETING

Mayor Clark declared the Special Meeting of Council - 1 November 2024 open at 12:34 pm.

4 ATTENDANCE
4.1 PRESENT

ELECTED MEMBERS 
- Mayor Elisabeth Clark (Chair)
- Deputy Mayor Denis Coburn
- Councillor Amanda Kingdon (via video call)
- Councillor Peter McDougall
- Councillor Jeremy Trembath (via telephone)

OFFICERS 
- Ms Ingrid Stonhill – Chief Executive Officer
- Nikola Faberova - Executive Assistant Governance (minute taker)
- Casey Anderson - Manager Corporate Administration
- Brett Kimpton - Manager Environment and Municipal
- Desiree Rodgers - Manager Finance

PUBLIC 
Carolyn Eagle - Independent Chair of Audit and Risk Management Committee
Matthew Ward - KPMG Partner

4.2 APOLOGIES

COUNCIL RESOLUTION  
Moved: Deputy Mayor Coburn; Seconded: Councillor McDougall

That Council accepts the apology of Councillor Bower, Councillor Mott.

4.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil

5 DECLARATION OF INTEREST
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The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any conflicts of interest.

Nil conflicts declared. 

6 REPORTS OF OFFICERS
6.1 KATHERINE TOWN COUNCIL 2023-2024 ANNUAL REPORT

COUNCIL RESOLUTION   SMC-2024-8 
Moved: Deputy Mayor Coburn; Seconded: Councillor McDougall

1. That Council approve the Katherine Town Council 2023/2024 Annual Report Draft incorporating the 
Audited Financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2024. 

2. That Council note that in accordance with Section 290 (1) of the Local Government Act 2019, the 
approved Katherine Town Council 2023/2024 Annual Report incorporating the Audited Financial 
statements for the year ended 30 June 2024 will be provided to the Minister for Local Government on or 
before 15 November 2024. 

3. That Council note that in accordance with Section 290 (2), the endorsed Katherine Town Council Annual 
Report 2023/2024 incorporating the Audited Financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2024 will be 
published on the Council’s website and provide a copy to the Department of the Chief Minister and 
Cabinet, after the report has been delivered to the Minister, and publish a notice in a newspaper as soon as 
practicable.

CARRIED 4|1

FOR: Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor Coburn, Councillor McDougall and Councillor Trembath
AGAINST: Councillor Kingdon

Discussion

The typo in the Binjari services section to be rectified. 

The hard work of council staff and external parties involved whilst developing the Annual report was noted. 

Sections of the Draft Annual Report are still being edited. 

The highest possible audit ranking received from the external auditors is a big achievement for the Council's 
staff and the CEO. 

Concerns regarding the risks of Aquatic Centre project cost blowout and honoring of contracts raised.  
Elected members were re-assured that the Council mitigates and manages existing risks which was also 
confirmed by the independent Chair of the Audit and Risk Management Committee - Carolyn Eagle, who 
was present at the meeting. 

Auditors do not assess at this stage the unavoidable costs of the Aquatic centre project. 

Elected members wish to deliver this project as promised to the public. 

7 CLOSURE OF MEETING TO THE PUBLIC
Members, pursuant with Section 99(2) and 293(1) of the Local Government Act 2019 gives power to the 
council to close a meeting to the public to discuss the following confidential items, in relation to matters 
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referred to in regulations 51 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021. This means that all 
members of the public are now asked to leave the Council Chambers. 

I now move a motion to close the meeting to public.

Your Worship, I wish to second that the meeting be closed to public. 

 8 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

9 RESUMPTION OF OPEN MEETING

10 CLOSURE OF THE MEETING
The Special Meeting of Council - 1 November 2024 was declared closed at 12:55 pm.
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8 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
8.1 ACTION UPDATE OCTOBER 2024

Report Type: For noting
Attachments: 1. Action Update October 2024 [8.1.1 - 1 page]

   

Officer Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the Action update.



23/01/2024 Ordinary Meeting of Council -23 January 2024 14.5 Lease and Licence – Amplitel Pty Ltd – 28 Second Street In Progress

Lease drafting is in progress. Significant delays in reviewing/executing the lease and license are primarily due to their understanding that the matter 
was resolved, and that the execution was undertaken.

28/05/2024 Ordinary Meeting of Council – 28 May 2024 14.3 Katherine Town Council By Law 1998 Proposed Amendments In Progress

Officers are reviewing the draftsman’s and the Northern Territory Office of Parliamentary Counsel's recommendations. 
By-laws are still being drafted as per recommendations.

25/06/2024 Ordinary Meeting of Council - 25 June 2024 14.3 Katherine Town Council Signs Code In Progress

KTC Signs Code to be reviewed by the end of the year. Public consultation will commence in January – February 2025.

AGENDA - Ordinary Meeting of Council - 26 November 2024

ATT: 8.1.1 Action Update October 2024 Page:30 of 99



AGENDA - Ordinary Meeting of Council - 26 November 2024

9.1
  

Page:31 of 99

9 MAYORAL BUSINESS
9.1 MAYOR ACTIVITIES OCTOBER 2024

Report Type: For noting

Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the Mayoral activities for October 2024.

Purpose of Report

To provide an update on the Mayoral activities and engagements since the last Council meeting. The 
elected member reporting obligation forms part of the Katherine Town Council’s Annual Report to the 
community, outlining elected members contribution to the Town council’s service delivery.  

Strategic Plan

1. STRONG LEADERSHIP - 1.1 Strong Leadership - Lead a strong local democracy with a community that is 
actively engaged in Katherine’s strategic direction.
1.1.1 Strengthen our councillor profiles to increase community awareness of who they are.
1.1.4 Learn what the community wants to know through community engagement strategies.

1. STRONG LEADERSHIP - 1.2 Partner in progress - Provide strategic leadership on economic development 
issues to promote Katherine’s reputation and improve business confidence.
1.2.1 Foster strong relationships with Territory and federal governments to ensure coordination and 
support for economic development initiatives affecting Katherine at the local level and in the Big Rivers 
Region.

1. STRONG LEADERSHIP - 1.5 Financial - Have long-term financial sustainability in Council to allow for 
continued growth and development. 
1.5.1 Collaborate with all three levels of government.

2. COMMUNITY AND FAMILIES - 2.2 Prioritise Recreation - Collaborate and innovate with the private and 
public sectors for positive social, economic, and environmental outcomes.
2.2.3 Promote an active community with family events, festivals, live music and sports.

2. COMMUNITY AND FAMILIES - 2.3 Celebrate Diversity - Celebrate diversity in our community and 
recognise their needs and interests.
2.3.2 Welcome and connect the Defence community with the Katherine community.

5. ARTS, CULTURE AND HERITAGE - 5.2 Support Culture - Acknowledge and promote multiculturalism 
5.2.5 Celebrate culturally important days.



Mayor Lis Clark
Date Activity attended

3 October 2024 Children's Expo - YMCA

3 October 2024 Audit and Risk Management Committee Meeting

4 October 2024 Special Council Meeting

4 October 2024 Dept Housing, Local Govt. And Community Development meeting

4 October 2024 Nepalese Dishain Festival – Barrel and Cruise

7 October 2024 Elected Member Information Session

10 October 2024 Local Radio 

10 October 2024 Department of Chief Minister and Cabinet Meeting

10 October 2024 Katherine Police

10 October 2024 Mini Laksa Festival

11 October 2024 NRL NT Review – Knotts Crossing

11 October 2024 Katherine Times

15 October 2024 Opening of First Session of 15th Assembly – Parliament House

16 October 2024 LGANT Board meeting

16 October 2024 PFAS Information session – Knotts Crossing

16 October 2024 St Joseph's Secondary School Awards night.

17 October 2024 EX Talisman Sabre 2025 meeting

17 October 2024 Coffee with a Cop – Coffee Club

17 October 2024 Meeting with Minister Jo Hersey

21 October 2024 Meeting with Kalano CEO

21 October 2024 Elected Member Information Session

21 October 2024 Centenary of Katherine 2026 Advisory Committee Meeting

22 October 2024 Ordinary Meeting of Council 

22 October 2024 Meeting with LGANT representatives 

24 October 2024 Radio with Katie Woolf

25 October 2024 Katherine Times

30 October 2024 Head Honcho

30 October 2024 Department of Chief Minister – Deputy CEO meeting

31 October 2024 Superhero Day – Kintore School
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10 CORRESPONDENCE AND DOCUMENTS
10.1 CORRESPONDENCE INCOMING NOVEMBER 2024

Report Type: For noting

   

Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the Incoming Correspondence:
 Attachments: 1. Thank you Letter - Dep. of the Chief Minister and Cabinet - Mini Laksa Festival 2024 

- ID202597 [10.1.1 - 1 page]
2. Letter - Minister Jo Hersey MLA - Response - Crime in Katherine - ID203164 [10.1.2 

- 2 pages]



 

Department of  
THE CHIEF MINISTER AND 
CABINET 

Level  1, Big Rivers Government Centre  
5 First Street Katherine NT 0850  

 
Postal address 
PO Box 1571 

Katherine  NT 0851 
 

E jake.quinlivan@nt.gov.au 
 

T 08 8973533 
 
 
 

15 October 2024 
 
 

 

 

Page 1 of 1 nt.gov.au 
 

Mrs Ingrid Stonhill 
Chief Executive Officer  
Katherine Town Council  
 
E records@ktc.nt.gov.au   
 
 
Dear Mrs Stonhill,  
 
Re: Thank you for your support for the Mini Laksa Festival 2024  
 
I write to extend a warm thank you to you and your team for the generous support of the Mini 
Laksa Festival held in the Katherine Town Square on Thursday evening, 10 October 2024.  

It is thanks to the support from individuals and organisations such as yours that the event was a 
resounding success, with hundreds of community members participating in tasting various Laksa 
entries and enjoying a range of activities. 

The invaluable contributions made by your organisation/business are greatly appreciated, 
including: 

 Promoting the event on social media platforms. 

 Permitting the use of Katherine Town Square and its facility including sending a staff 
member to assist with setting up the Big Screen.  

 Extending the operational hours of public toilet till 8pm  

 

The Mini Laksa Festival aimed to support our local venues participating in the Darwin 
International Laksa Festival, and it was truly inspiring to see community members come together 
in enthusiastic support. 

Once again, thank you for your commitment and dedication to making this event a success. 

 
Yours faithfully  
 

 
 
Jake Quinlivan 
Regional Executive Director, Big Rivers 

AGENDA - Ordinary Meeting of Council - 26 November 2024

ATT: 10.1.1 Thank you Letter - Dep. of the Chief Minister and Cabinet -
Mini Laksa Festival 2024 - ID202597 Page:35 of 99

mailto:jake.quinlivan@nt.gov.au
mailto:records@ktc.nt.gov.au


AGENDA - Ordinary Meeting of Council - 26 November 2024

ATT: 10.1.2 Letter - Minister Jo Hersey MLA - Response - Crime in
Katherine - ID203164 Page:36 of 99



AGENDA - Ordinary Meeting of Council - 26 November 2024

ATT: 10.1.2 Letter - Minister Jo Hersey MLA - Response - Crime in
Katherine - ID203164 Page:37 of 99



AGENDA - Ordinary Meeting of Council - 26 November 2024

10.2
  

Page:38 of 99

10.2 CORRESPONDENCE OUTGOING OCTOBER 2024 - NIL

Report Type: For noting

   

Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the Outgoing Correspondence:
Attachments: Nil
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11 PETITIONS

12 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (MATTERS REFERRED TO THE AGENDA)

Questions relating to the agenda, that you would like addressed, can be submitted via email at 
records@ktc.nt.gov.au, over the phone at 08 8972 5500, in person at the Civic Centre, or through an 
electronic submission via the website.

 
Please submit your question/s pertaining to the current Ordinary Meeting of Council agenda. These will be 
responded to in full and in a public setting.

13 NOTICE OF MOTION

mailto:records@ktc.nt.gov.au
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14 REPORTS OF OFFICERS
14.1 COMMUNITY GRANT VARIATION - KATHERINE NEPALI ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED 

REQUEST

Author: Amanda Haigh, Manager Governance and Risk
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For decision
Attachments: Nil

   

Officer Recommendation 

That Council approve the variation of the Katherine Town Council 2024/25 Minor Community Grant to the 
Katherine Nepali Association Incorporated for the Nepalese Dashain Festival 2024 of $2,000 to purchase 
essential big utensils for Katherine Nepali Association Incorporated that can be used for future events 
organised by Katherine Nepali Association Incorporate.

Purpose of Report

For Council to consider the request from Katherine Nepali Association Incorporated to vary the Katherine 
Town Council 2024/25 Minor Community Grant for the Nepalese Dashain Festival 2024 of $2,000 to 
purchase essential big utensils for Katherine Nepali Association Incorporated that can be used for future 
events organised by Katherine Nepali Association Incorporate. 

Strategic Plan

2. COMMUNITY AND FAMILIES - 2.2 Prioritise Recreation - Collaborate and innovate with the private and 
public sectors for positive social, economic, and environmental outcomes.
2.2.3 Promote an active community with family events, festivals, live music and sports.

5. ARTS, CULTURE AND HERITAGE - 5.2 Support Culture - Acknowledge and promote multiculturalism 
5.2.1 Include multicultural activities in our event planning.

Municipal Plan

5.2.5.1 Support and partner with identified stakeholders to hold events

Background

Council approved the Katherine Town Council 2024/25 Minor Community Grant to Katherine Nepali 
Association Incorporated for the Nepalese Dashain Festival 2024 of $2,000 at the Ordinary Meeting of 
Council on the 24 September 2024. 

Discussion

The Katherine Nepali Association Incorporated Dashain Festival was held on the 5 October 2024. Due to the 
event already taking place the Katherine Nepali Association Incorporated has requested a variation to the 
grant for the purchase essential big utensils that can be used for future events organised by Katherine 
Nepali Association Incorporate.

This proposal aligns with the Katherine Town Council 2024/25 Community Grant Program Guidelines.

Consultation Process

There was no consultation process required for this report. 

Policy Implications

The Katherine Town Council 2024/25 Community Grant Program Guidelines states minor grants are 
intended for capital purchases or initiatives that benefit the community.
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Budget and Resource Implications

Within current service delivery budget and resource. 

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

There are no risk, legal and legislative implications. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
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14.2 SHOWGROUNDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE - MEMBERSHIP NOMINATIONS

Author: Ianna Lalim, Administration Officer
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For decision
Attachments: Nil

   

Officer Recommendation 

1. That Council receive and note the report on the resignation of Anna Kerwin as the Katherine & 
District Show Society representative from the Showgrounds Advisory Committee. 

a. That Council rescind the membership of Anna Kerwin from the Showgrounds Advisory 
Committee.

Purpose of Report

To inform Council of Anna Kerwin’s resignation as the Katherine & District Show Society (KDSS) 
representative from the Showgrounds Advisory Committee. Nomination of a new Committee member is to 
follow. 

Strategic Plan

3. SPORTS AND CIVIC EVENTS - 3.1 Sports and Civic Events - Provide sporting infrastructure and 
appropriate events to encourage community connectedness. 
3.1.2 Improve participation in user advisory groups and improve coordination of these groups on Council 
land.

Municipal Plan

1.2.2.2 Improve Council advisory committees' governance compliance with their Terms of Reference (ToR)
3.1.2.1 Ensure conformance with advisory committee Terms of Reference requirements

Background

As per the Terms of Reference membership resignations from the Showgrounds Advisory Committee must 
be approved by Council. 

The current register of membership includes:

• Councillor Peter McDougall, Chairperson

• Councillor Jeremy Trembath 

• Katherine Rope and Barrel Club Inc – Annabelle Keith

• Katherine & District Show Society – Anna Kerwin

• Katherine Camels Football Club Inc – Tim Delaney

• Katherine Dirt Kart Club – Mark Robertson

• Katherine Turf Club – Tia Solloway

• AFLNT – Leanne Bugg

• Australian Stock Horse Society – Kylie Leonhardt

Discussion

Katherine & District Show Society representative Anna Kerwin’s notice of resignation from the Committee 
has been received.
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Once a further nomination has been received from the Katherine & District Show Society this will be 
conveyed in a report for Council’s consideration. 

The next Showgrounds Advisory Committee meeting is being convened on Tuesday, 3 December 2024.

Policy Implications

The Showgrounds and Multi-Purpose Centre Advisory Committee Terms of Reference state that changes to 
Committee membership must be approved by resolution of Council. 

Budget and Resource Implications

Within current service delivery budget and resource. 

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

Committee membership must be approved by resolution of Council at an Ordinary or Special Council 
Meeting, as per its Terms of Reference. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
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14.3 FINANCE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2024

Author: Desiree Rodgers, Finance Manager
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For decision
Attachments: 1. Finance Report October 2024 [14.3.1 - 7 pages]

   

Officer Recommendation 

That Council endorses the Finance Report for the Month of October 2024.

Purpose of Report

This report is to present to the Council the Financial Report for October 2024.

Strategic Plan

4. GROWTH AND SUSTAINABILITY - 4.2 Lead with Best Practice - Lead by example and set a high 
benchmark.
4.2.4 Be prudent with our financial management for stronger returns for ratepayers and sustainable long-
term finances with current risk management practices current at all times.

Municipal Plan

4.2.4.1 Comply with legislative requirements - Applications of AASB, NT Local Government Act 2019, 
Australian Taxation legislation and reporting requirements
4.2.4.2 Prudent financial management for stronger returns for ratepayers - Preparation of Annual Budget 
and Revisions, CAPEX Budget and Improved debtors management
4.2.4.3 Sustainable long-term finances and current risk management practices - Review financial 
information and reporting system, Grant Management and acquittals up-to-date

Background

In accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 – Part 2 (Division 7), the below 
monthly report must be presented to the Council at the monthly Ordinary Meeting of Council. Accordingly, 
the commentary attached presents the preliminary financial position of the council at the end of August 
2024 with the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Certification.

Discussion

· Total YTD operating income is 4.34% over budget – very close to the budget prediction.

· Interest revenue has increased due to interest rates being higher than forecast and a few term deposits 
falling due in the month. 

· Operating grants revenue is 7.20% behind budget mainly due to timing.

· Total YTD operating expenditure is 7.26% below the budget as some projects have been slow to start.

· Employee Costs are below budget by 20.39% as some positions remained vacant.

· Monthly creditor payments have been made to all approved suppliers with payments made weekly.

· 20.02% of our Debtors (excluding rates and infringements) are outstanding for longer than 90 days.

· 19.96% of our outstanding rate balance reflects rates outstanding for prior financial years (2023/2024 FY 
and prior).
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Consultation Process

NIL

Policy Implications

There are no policy implications resulting from the decision. 

Budget and Resource Implications

The Report and attachment provide a comparison of Council’s YTD actual performance against the budget.

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

There are no risk, legal and legislative implications. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
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14.4 COMMUNITY RELATIONS REPORT OCTOBER 2024

Author: Amanda Haigh, Manager Governance and Risk
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For noting
Attachments: Nil

   

Officer Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the Community Relations Department report for the Month of October 2024. 

Purpose of Report

To provide an overview of the Community Services Department for the month of October 2024.

Strategic Plan

1. STRONG LEADERSHIP - 1.4 Enhance Customer Experiences - Deliver positive customer experiences for 
visitors and residents.
1.4.1 Continually improve services and our tourism offerings.
1.4.3 Enhance customer experiences at our Visitor Information Centre.

2. COMMUNITY AND FAMILIES - 2.2 Prioritise Recreation - Collaborate and innovate with the private and 
public sectors for positive social, economic, and environmental outcomes.
2.2.3 Promote an active community with family events, festivals, live music and sports.

3. SPORTS AND CIVIC EVENTS - 3.2 Brand Identity - Develop and implement a brand identity that is 
uniquely Katherine’s 
3.2.4 Collaborate with Tourism NT on its tourism strategy for the NT.

3. SPORTS AND CIVIC EVENTS - 3.4 Activation and Revitalisation - Maximise developmental potential of 
Council’s land assets and create an attractive town through revitalisation.
3.4.3 Enhance public spaces with placemaking and activation.

Municipal Plan

2.2.3.1 Provided a continually developing calendar of free and accessible community events that cater for 
our diverse community
2.3.1.1 Use a range of communication and engagement tools and methods to reach all members of the 
Katherine community 

Background

The Community Relations department is responsible for the provision of customer service and the delivery 
of public library service, visitor services, and community events to the Katherine community.

Discussion

LIBRARY SERVICES

This month the library has demonstrated a steady pace following the heightened activity of the previous 
school holidays.

Early Childhood Programs.

October saw a quieter attendance following the busy school holidays, with an average of 98 attendees 
across five sessions in each of our three childhood programs. Children and families engaged in activities 
promoting lifelong literacy, such as singing, dancing with musical instruments, storytelling, and creative 
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exercises.

For Halloween, we held a special Halloween Storytime featuring themed picture books, nursery rhyme 
singing, and a hands-on Halloween craft. Kids practiced their gluing and sticking skills to create spooky 
mummies. On Halloween day, library staff brought extra festive spirit to the Katherine Library by dressing 
up in spooky costumes.

Dungeons and Dragons Club.

Has seen a consistent number of 9 attendees over 3 sessions with our usual members attending for some 
creative imaginative fun.

Other Programs and Initiatives.

In honor of Be Kind to Animals Week and World Animal Day during the school holidays, we hosted Hedi and 
the Barnyard Petting Zoo at the library. Our goal was to promote these special events to families and 
encourage community involvement. Children and families enjoyed cuddling with our animal visitors and 
reading animal-themed stories from our World Animal Day display. With 90 attendees, it was a resounding 
success.

Last month, we launched the Tiny Art Show, “Creature Feature,” to align with Be Kind to Animals Week and 
World Animal Day. This month, we displayed all entries in the library for public voting, fostering community 
engagement with our ongoing programs. We held two voting categories: under 18s and over 18s, allowing 
the public to vote for one artwork per category. Staff tallied the votes to select a winner from each group, 
and we announced the results on our Facebook page to congratulate the winners and thank everyone for 
their participation.

From September to early October, we ran a Children’s Book Bingo program, with 16 active participants. By 
the end, several participants successfully completed the challenge of reading 16 books within a month.

This month, we also held a photography competition themed “Capturing the Light” for participants aged 12 
and up. The competition attracted 17 entries, which were displayed both on a photo wall in the library and 
digitally on our Facebook page. The Katherine community voted for their favorite photo, either online or in 
the library. After two weeks of voting, we announced the winner, whose photograph was framed and 
awarded with a gift bag of goodies.

Activity Totals
Patron Count 2435
Public computer Use (hours) 238
Conference room (hours) 38
Circulations (book borrowing/returns) 1509
New Memberships 28
Programs # Programs # Attendance 
Wriggle & Rhyme 5 18
Toddler Rhyme Time 4 24
Storytime 5 56
Dungeons & Dragons 3 9
Barnyard Petting Zoo 1 90
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VISITOR SERVICES

October has been a slower than normal month at the Visitor Information Centre, dropping 30% in visitor 
compared to the same time last year, however due to the sales strategy in place at the Centre, the impact 
on number of sales, down only 13%, and value of sales, up 23% shows that the staff at the Centre provided 
great service to the lower number of visitors.
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The end of October sees many popular tours close for the season, this includes any cruises with a swim and 
dinner cruises at Nikmiluk, Cutta Cutta Caves, and Katherine Outback Experience. However, Kakadu park 
passes are discounted from today.

Staff at the Centre have received some positive reviews on google including 2 5-star reviews and 2 4-star 
reviews, comments included that the staff were very friendly and helpful.

The Centre is still waiting for the impact of the 25% discount scheme to be felt, with no discounted sales 
sold in October. Staff will promote the discount scheme closer to Christmas for locals as the scheme only 
starts on 1st January. The VIC are hoping to promote gift vouchers for Christmas which can then be used 
with the discount voucher for bookings in the New Year. Additionally, we are procuring new stock for the 
Centre with a focus on quality locally produced items and will promote these as ideal Christmas gifts.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Council held the following events and activities in October 2024:

Children's Expo - Thursday 3 October

The Breastfeeding Association held a Children's Expo for Children's Week at the Y. The Council supplied a 
free barbeque providing approx. 100 sausages sandwiches to attendees of the expo. Woolworths also 
donated free fruit. 

The council had 3 specialist vehicles, the Ranger Vehicle, Fire Truck and Rapid Response buggy on 
exhibition to allow attendees to experience and learn about the services.  

Council also held an information stall to inform on services such as Library programs and registration, Your 
Say Katherine and registrations, dog registrations and responsible ownership, the Tourism Voucher 
Scheme, upcoming events, Snap Send Solve and the pool upgrade.  

Laksa Festival - Thursday 10 October

The council assisted Activate Katherine with this year's Regional Laska Festival at the Town Square. 

Upcoming events and activities include:

• November – Centenary of Katherine 2026 Logo Design Competition – Your Say Katherine

• Friday 1 November - K-town Christmas Calendar released - Events » Katherine Town Council

https://www.katherine.nt.gov.au/events/christmas-events-in-k-town-calendar-2024/681
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• Monday 11 November – Remembrance Day Commemorative Service - Cenotaph

• Saturday 16 November – International Men's Day – Katherine Country Club

• Friday 22 November – International Day for People with Disability Nominations close - Events » 
Katherine Town Council

• Sunday 8 December - Citizen of the Year Awards nominations have been extended to close 

• Sunday 1 December – Lighting of the Christmas Tree and Movie screening “Polar Express” - Town 
Square

• Tuesday 3 December – International Day for People with Disability Nominations - Godinymayin 
Yijard River Arts and Cultural Centre

• Saturday 7 December – Carols by Candlelight – Lindsay Street Complex

Engagement and Planning Activities: 

• Australia Day, Citizen of the Year Awards and Citizenship Ceremony

Consultation Process

There was no consultation process required for this report. 

Policy Implications

There are no policy implications resulting from the decision. 

Budget and Resource Implications

There are no budget and resource requirements.

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

There are no risk, legal and legislative implications. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
 

https://www.katherine.nt.gov.au/events/international-day-of-people-with-disabilities/666
https://www.katherine.nt.gov.au/events/international-day-of-people-with-disabilities/666
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14.5 CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION MONTHLY REPORT OCTOBER 2024

Author: Casey Anderson, Manager Corporate Administration
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For noting
Attachments: Nil

   

Officer Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the Corporate Administration Report for the month of October 2024. 

Purpose of Report

That Council receive and note the Corporate Administration Report for the month of October 2024.  

Strategic Plan

1. STRONG LEADERSHIP - 1.1 Strong Leadership - Lead a strong local democracy with a community that is 
actively engaged in Katherine’s strategic direction.
1.1.2 Ensure strong internal governance with updated policies and procedures in place.
1.1.3 Improve transparency around issues affecting the community.

Municipal Plan

1.1.2.2 Ensure compliance with local government legislation
1.1.3.2 Encourage and Educate the Community about the Services that is provided by Council 
1.3.3.2 Snap Send Solve 

Background

The monthly report of Corporate Administration provides information that contains to the month of 
October regarding customer services requests, action statues and summary of the rates debtors.  

Discussion

Customer Service Requests

In October, the Council received a total of 102 service requests. Of these, 56 were resolved satisfactorily, 39 
are still in progress, and 7 are overdue and pending resolution.

During the same period, 52 Snap Send Solve (SSS) reports were submitted. Of these, 51 were related to 
Council matters, while 1 were reassigned. The main issues reported were streetlights, overgrown 
vegetations and request for waste services. 

Additionally, service requests were received through other channels such as phone, email, or in person. 

These requests included:

• Waste Services: 25 requests, including:

• 2 reports of missed collection
• 3 request for new/removal of bin services
• 10 reports of bins missing
• 10 request for bin repairs or replacements

• Animal Services: 16 requests, including:

• 5 reports of animal attack on human/animal
• 4 reports of dog at large
• 3 reports of missing dogs
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• 1 animal attacks or menace 
• 1 animal welfare concerns
• 1 report of dangerous animal
• 1 report control of other animal

• Roads, Traffic and Transport Netword: 15 requests, including:

• 1 report for maintaince for a carpark
• 3 reports of stormwater drains and SEP Lid repairs and maintenance
• 3 reports of footpaths repairs and maitenance
• 4 reports for Laneways and Alleyways concerning graffiti and maintenance
• 1 report for pothole repairs
• 1 report for road safety hazard
• 2 reports for missing/faded signage  
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Snap Send Solve – Reports by incident type
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Rates Debtors 

As of 30/09/2024:

• The first instalment for the 2024/25 levy was due on the 30/09/2024.

• The Council's total rates balance is $8,150,442.35, which includes $6,836,325.56 from the 
2024/2025 rates levy.

• Interest accrued on overdue rates since 01/07/2024 totals $24,822.14.

• The rates debt under legal action currently amounts to approximately $696,579.96.

Of the debt under legal action, around $598,534.91, including penalties and costs, is secured by Overriding 
Statutory Charges (OSC) under Section 256 of the Local Government Act, covering 34 assessments.

Council is actively pursuing $50,169.77 in overdue rates for one assessment, where vacant possession was 
not successfully obtained. Court documents are being prepared with the assistance of legal advisors. No 
portion of the debt is currently under Financial Hardship arrangements or Payment Extensions.

Approximately $98,045.05 of the remaining debt under legal action will be pursued through final demand 
letters or by securing further OSCs.

The Council will also pursue $617,536.83 of the remaining overdue balance, focusing on debts older than 
six months. This excludes any unpaid instalments from the 2024/2025 rates period.

Consultation Process

There was no consultation process required for this report. 

Policy Implications

There are no policy implications resulting from the decision. 

Budget and Resource Implications

There are no budget and resource requirements.

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

There are no risk, legal and legislative implications. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
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14.6 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2024

Author: Brett Kimpton, Manager Environment and Municipal
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For noting
Attachments: Nil

   

Officer Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the report of the Environmental Services Department for October 2024.

Purpose of Report

To provide the Elected Members an update regarding the Environmental Services Department’s activities 
for the month of October 2024.  

Strategic Plan

3. SPORTS AND CIVIC EVENTS - 3.3 Accessibility and Mobility - Improve the accessibility of facilities and 
transport infrastructure and provide alternative transport solutions.
3.3.4 Make public toilets more accessible.
3.3.5 Develop a parking strategy.

7. ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY - 7.1 Waste Management - Implement waste management actions 
that benefit our community and environment.
7.1.6 Raise awareness to keep our town litter-free.
7.1.7 Implement the Katherine Town Council Waste Management Strategy 2021-2026.

Municipal Plan

1.5.1.3 Continue mosquito monitoring program
2.1.2.1 Assess the condition of public amenities throughout Katherine and implement remediation where 
required
3.1.2.2 Work with all users to ensure maximum utilisation of facilities
7.1.7.1 Continue to implement the Waste Management Strategy

Background

Katherine Town Council’s (KTC) Environmental Services Department continues to provide core services 
through various service deliverables to the Katherine Community and Municipality.

Discussion

Municipal Services Update

The Depot Team continues to collect large volumes of litter within the municipality. The 7-day roster 
continues to be a success with noticeable improvements in the presentation of the CBD open spaces and 
Hot Springs on weekends.

Council teams have noticed an increase in human feces in CBD parks and facilities, there have been several 
instances of people defecating on Council land and on top of the monument at the Cenotaph

The toilet block located on Railway Terrace was again the subject of vandalism and criminal damage in 
October

A three-month trial of shutting the ANZ Lane way at night and on weekends was extended a further six-
months. The trial has been successful with a noticeable decrease in litter, human waste and anti-social 
behavior in and around the laneway.
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Depot teams have increased the frequency of lawn mowing in some parks with the arrival of some rain in 
October.

Waste Management Facility

The Waste Management Facility saw approximately 1300 customers over the weighbridge receiving 
approximately 1120 Tonnes of waste. 236 Tonnes of kerbside residential waste was collected by our 
contractor.

The waste team commenced work at the facility to upgrade some of the internal roads into all-weather 
roads with particular attention on the access road to the green waste area.

The weighbridge surveillance cameras were serviced in October, as part the service the cameras were 
repositioned to give the weighbridge operators better views of loads presented for disposal.

Mosquito Testing

Mosquito Testing was conducted twice in October by council staff, no infected mosquitos were detected 
within the Katherine municipality. 

RV Service Area

The Service area has seen minimal use in October due to a downturn in tourist vehicles in the municipality.

With the closure of the Telstra 3G network the potable water station was upgraded to 4G connectivity.

Electric Vehicle Charging Station

The NRMA electric vehicle chargers at the Lindsay Street Complex Car park were used 19 times by members 
of the public in October.

Council staff have noted that there has been a slight increase in Katherine based residents using the 
charging station regularly.

Katherine Civil Airport

There were approximately 450 air movements in October at the aerodrome. This is an increase from the 
previous month's movements. General Aviation providers attribute the increase to more charter flight 
bookings from government agencies.

The runway was closed in October for 3 days, this was to allow defence contractors to work on extending 
runway 34 threshold.

Medical evacuation flights were permitted to land during the closure with 60 minutes prior notice given to 
the KTC Airport Manager, the prior notice is required to facilitate the movement of machinery off the 
runway.

Regulatory Services

The Regulatory Services Team received 16 animal-related services requests for October, this is a decrease 
on previous months.

 The decline in dog registrations within the municipality is a concern for the team, there has been a 
reduction of approximately 24% compared to last financial year.  Regulatory staff are conducting random 
audits to identify unregistered dogs in the municipality.
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 7 dogs were impounded with 3 returned to owners.

Regulatory staff issued 21 infringements for animal related offences.

Regulatory staff continue to see an increase in rough sleepers and campers in the CBD. Most sleepers are in 
O’Shea Park, Ryan Park and The Cenotaph. Regulatory staff are engaging with rough sleepers on a daily 
basis.

 Regulatory Parking Summary

Council Rangers continue to address parking issues within the municipality. Regulatory staff have noted a 
downturn in traffic and parking in the municipality.  Regulatory staff have issued 29 verbal warnings to 
drivers in October for parking related matters.

Regulatory staff issued 10 infringements for parking related offences.

Rangers undertook 35 hours of parking patrols for October.

8 vehicles were impounded by Regulatory staff in October.

 Consultation Process

There was no consultation process required for this report. 

Policy Implications

There are no policy implications resulting from the decision. 

Budget and Resource Implications

There are no budget and resource requirements.

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

There are no risk, legal and legislative implications. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
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14.7 INFRASTRUCTURE AND PROJECTS REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2024

Author: Kimberly Worrigal, Contracts Coordinator
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For noting
Attachments: Nil

   

Officer Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the report of the Infrastructure Services Department for October 2024.

Purpose of Report

To provide the Elected Members an update regarding the Infrastructure Services Department’s activities 
and projects for the month of October 2024.  

Strategic Plan

2. COMMUNITY AND FAMILIES - 2.1 Safe Community - Foster a safer community.
2.1.3 Improve street lighting for safety.

3. SPORTS AND CIVIC EVENTS - 3.1 Sports and Civic Events - Provide sporting infrastructure and 
appropriate events to encourage community connectedness. 
3.1.4 Develop future infrastructure such as a regional sporting precinct, updated aquatic centre and 
potential water recreation facility.

3. SPORTS AND CIVIC EVENTS - 3.4 Activation and Revitalisation - Maximise developmental potential of 
Council’s land assets and create an attractive town through revitalisation.
3.4.2 Support creating a vibrant CBD with updates to streets such as Railway Terrace and First Street.

7. ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY - 7.3 Protect Our Water - Sustainably manage our water resources.
7.3.1 Educate the community on water allocation, sustainable water use and avoiding leaks.

Municipal Plan

1.3.3.2 Snap Send Solve 
1.3.3.3 Online Search - Cemetery 

Background

Katherine Town Council’s (KTC) Infrastructure Services Department continues to provide core services 
through various service deliverables to the Katherine Community and Municipality.

Discussion

Projects Updates

Aquatic Centre Upgrade
Civil works are now progressing well on site. Unfortunately, reopening has been rescheduled for October 
2025 with all construction and material lead times now accounted for. The main reason for the delay is to 
secure the supply of high-quality pool linings which will help to ensure that once complete, the aquatic 
centre remains open without further interruption.
 
Dog Pound
The replacement dog pound design has now been completed and advertised. It is awaiting a development 
application outcome before the project moves into construction.
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First St Upgrade
Stakeholder engagement has begun for the First St Upgrade, which seeks to improve public safety and 
transport logistics around the Oasis Shopping Complex and the Big Rivers Government Centre.
 
Solar Lights
The final stage of the solar lighting project was delayed due to the discovery of an underground pipe in a 
location which differed from the historical records. The delay was necessary to locate the full length of the 
sewer pipe to help ensure our environment is not impacted, and services to residents are maintained. This 
process involved multiple parties and is now complete. The project will be finished soon.

Infrastructure Updates

Security Upgrades

This month we have been making necessary upgrades to our security measures.  This included new and 
additional CCTV to cover blind spots in our infrastructure and the replacing of the failing alarm system at 
the Visitor Information Centre. 

Pest Control

In October, there was heightened activity at the showgrounds and sports facilities due to Ginger Ants and 
Mosquitoes. Given the frequent use of these areas and the complaints we received, professional mosquito 
treatments were carried out, and both staff and the public were advised to avoid the facilities during 
treatment periods. Additionally, Ginger Ants were observed in several electrical boxes and around the oval 
grounds, prompting treatment by pest control experts. The infestations were treated early resulting in no 
infrastructure damage at this time. 

Hot Springs Water Leak

Some time ago, a large water leak was discovered at Hot Springs Park, through an audit of water bills.  
Despite engaging plumbers and leak detection services to investigate the problem, no resolution was 
found. As a result, it was decided to replace the main line supplying water to Hot Springs Park and Pop 
Rocket Cafe, which has now been completed. Our infrastructure team will continue to monitor incoming 
bills to ensure we are managing water usage effectively.

Shepherds Road and Footpath Condition Audit

The council enlisted Shepherd Services to conduct a comprehensive assessment of the condition of our 
roads and footpaths and to recommend necessary improvements. Based on the findings, the infrastructure 
team will be able to create a prioritised work schedule to commence following the wet season.  

Installation of Electronic Speed Signs

In October, we installed three new electronic speed signs at Casuarina Street School as part of our School 
Zone Safety project initiative. Additionally, we replaced the missing sign and remaining sign in the 
McFarlane/Katherine High School zone. One of the replaced signs will be repurposed for use on Riverbank 
Drive, enhancing the Katherine South School zone.

 Consultation Process

There was no consultation process required for this report. 

Policy Implications

There are no policy implications resulting from the decision. 
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Budget and Resource Implications

There are no budget and resource requirements.

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

There are no risk, legal and legislative implications. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
 



AGENDA - Ordinary Meeting of Council - 26 November 2024

14.8
  

Page:68 of 99

14.8 GRANT ACQUITTAL - KATHERINE PUBLIC LIBRARY 2023-24

Author: Casey Anderson, Manager Corporate Administration
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For noting
Attachments: 1. Public Library Financial Agreement Acquittal 2023 24 [14.8.1 - 1 page]

2. Katherine Public Library Annual Report 202324 [14.8.2 - 17 pages]

   

Officer Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the acquittal for the Katherine Public Library 2023/24, confirming the 
delivery of core library services that meet local needs and ensure access for all NT residents, tourists, and 
visitors. 

Purpose of Report

To receive and note the acquittal for the Katherine Public Library 2023/24, confirming the delivery of core 
library services that meet local needs and ensure access for all NT residents, tourists, and visitors. 

Strategic Plan

3. SPORTS AND CIVIC EVENTS - 3.4 Activation and Revitalisation - Maximise developmental potential of 
Council’s land assets and create an attractive town through revitalisation.
3.4.6 Explore expanding our public library to be a community hub that delivers community events and 
activities.

4. GROWTH AND SUSTAINABILITY - 4.2 Lead with Best Practice - Lead by example and set a high 
benchmark.
4.2.4 Be prudent with our financial management for stronger returns for ratepayers and sustainable long-
term finances with current risk management practices current at all times.

Municipal Plan

1.1.2.2 Ensure compliance with local government legislation
1.1.2.3 Ensure compliance with other legislation applicable to Council

Background

The Katherine Public Library receives annual funding from Library and Archives NT to provide core library 
services that meet local needs and ensure accessibility for all NT residents, visitors, and tourists. Services 
must align with the six goals outlined in the Libraries Connecting Communities 2023-2028 Strategic Vision, 
which include:

1. Literacy and lifelong learning 

2. Online services and digital inclusion 

3. Welcoming spaces – Library as place

4. History Language and Culture 

5. Diversity and Inclusion 

6. Building a strong sector. 

The funding agreement spans over five (5) years and expires in 2028.

Discussion

Over the past year, the library aligned and delivered its activities in accordance with the Libraries 
Connecting Communities 2023-2028 Strategic Vision, Katherine Town Council’s Strategic and Municipal 
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Plans, focusing on key areas such as collection development, community engagement, digital inclusion, 
safety improvements, and operational efficiency.

Although the library was closed for property repairs and maintenance for two (2) months, the library was 
able to deliver services accordingly and expand current programs. 

Please find attached the Acquittal and Annual Report for the Katherine Public Library 2023/24, highlighting 
its performance and services during this period. 

Consultation Process

There was no consultation process required for this report. 

Policy Implications

There are no policy implications resulting from the decision. 

Budget and Resource Implications

The grant funding received for 2023/24 was $237,053.00.  Based on the profit and loss of the financial year 
there was a deficit of $35,684.00 this was absorbed by Council as Councils contribution to the operating of 
the Katherine Public Library. 

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

There are no risk, legal and legislative implications. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
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14.9 CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINTS DECISIONS

Author: Nikola Faberova, Executive Assistance Governance
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For noting
Attachments: Nil

   

Officer Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the cost incurred from the Local Government Association of Northern 
Territory for Code of Conduct Complaint referral to LGANT by Elected Members. 

Purpose of Report

To inform the Council and public about the expenses of submitting Code of Conduct Complaints to the 
Local Government Association of Northern Territory (LGANT) by Elected Members.   

Strategic Plan

1. STRONG LEADERSHIP - 1.1 Strong Leadership - Lead a strong local democracy with a community that is 
actively engaged in Katherine’s strategic direction.
1.1.3 Improve transparency around issues affecting the community.

Municipal Plan

4.2.4.3 Sustainable long-term finances and current risk management practices - Review financial 
information and reporting system, Grant Management and acquittals up-to-date

Background

Four Local Government Code of Conduct Panel, Summary Decision Notices were received from the Local 
Government Association of Northern Territory and tabled at the last meeting of the Council.  They are as 
follows: 

Complaint 1
The determinations of the of the LGANT review board were - there has been no breach of code of conduct 
found in these complaints.

Complaint 2
The determinations of the of the LGANT review board were - there has been no breach of code of conduct 
found in these complaints.

Complaint 3
The determinations of the of the LGANT review board were - there has been no breach of code of conduct 
found in these complaints.

Complaint 4
The determinations of the of the LGANT review board were - Having decided that the Respondent 
contravened item 3 of the Code of Conduct, the Panel recommends that:
The Respondent provide a written apology to the Mayor Clark and all other members of the Council, 
including the Complainant, apologising if any of her conduct at the 23 April 2024 Council meeting was 
found by the members to be discourteous.

Discussion
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In July 2024, the LGANT Board introduced a Code of Conduct Complaint Lodgment fee of $500.00 for all 
Code of Conduct Complaints referred to LGANT. The lodgement fee will cover the preliminary 
administrative costs of processing the complaint and act as a deterrent for frivolous complaints and 
matters that should be dealt with at the Council level.

Since the lodgement fee was introduced for the Code of Conduct Complaints, the costs incurred are 
$7,047.00.

Consultation Process

There was no consultation process required for this report. 

Policy Implications

The Breach of Code of Conduct Policy will be updated to reflect a lodgment fee for a referral to LGANT and 
tabled at the next meeting. 

Budget and Resource Implications

There is no budget allocated for LGANT - referred Code of Conduct expenses. The budget will need to be 
sourced from other operational areas that will impact service delivery and is impost to the ratepayers. 

Risk, Legal and Legislative Implications

All future Breach of Code of Conduct complaints that are requested by an Elected Member will incur the 
fee. The budget will have to be re-aligned from other operations and services to the community to cover 
the costs. 
There is a high risk to the Council’s reputation and harm to the organisation for continual breach of the 
Code of Conduct by its Elected Members. 

Environment Sustainability Implications

There are no environmental sustainability implications. 

Council Officer Conflict of Interest

We the Author and Approving Officer declare we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this matter.
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15 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
15.1 MINUTES FROM COMMITTEES
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15.1.1 Centenary of Katherine 2026 Advisory Committee 21 October 2024 - Minutes - 
Unconfirmed

Author: Nikola Faberova, Executive Assistance Governance
Authoriser: Ingrid Stonhill, Chief Executive Officer
Report Type: For decision
Attachments: 1. Centenary of Katherine Advisory Committee - 21 October 2024 - Minutes - 

Unconfirmed [15.1.1.1 - 4 pages]

   

Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the minutes of the Centenary of Katherine 2026 Advisory Committee held on 
21 October 2024.
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16 ELECTED MEMBER ACTIVITIES
16.1 ELECTED MEMBER ACTIVITIES OCTOBER 20024

Report Type: For noting

Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the Elected Member activities for October 2024

Purpose of Report

To provide an update on the elected member activities and engagements since the last Council meeting. 
The elected member reporting obligation forms part of the Katherine Town Council’s Annual Report to the 
community, outlining elected members contribution to the Town council’s service delivery.  

Strategic Plan

6. BIG RIVERS INTER-GOVERNMENT COLLABORATION – 6.3. Inter-Government Collaboration and Advocacy 
-  Collaborate with Territory and federal governments.
6.3.1 Advocate for the interests of our community.
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17 LATE AGENDA - NIL

18 GENERAL BUSINESS

19 CLOSURE OF MEETING TO PUBLIC
Members, pursuant with Section 99(2) and 293(1) of the Local Government Act 2019 gives power to the 
council to close a meeting to the public to discuss the following confidential items, in relation to matters 
referred to in regulations 51 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021. This means that all 
members of the public are now asked to leave the Council Chambers. 

I now move a motion to close the meeting to public.

Your Worship, I wish to second that the meeting be closed to public. 

 20 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
20.1 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES 22 OCTOBER 2024

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (a) information about the employment of a particular individual as a 
member of the staff or possible member of the staff of the council that 
could, if publicly disclosed, cause prejudice to the individual.

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (c) (i) information that would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to: cause 
commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on, any 
person.

20.2 CONFIRMATION OF SPECIAL AUDIT AND RISK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 1 
NOVEMBER 2024 - MINUTES - UNCONFIRMED

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (d) information subject to an obligation of confidentiality at law, or in 
equity.

20.3 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (c) (i) information that would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to: cause 
commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on, any 
person.

20.4 AUDIT AND RISK MANANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ANNUAL SELF - ASSESMENT 
EVALUATION REPORT
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Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (d) information subject to an obligation of confidentiality at law, or in 
equity.

20.5 SPECIAL EMIS 13 NOVEMBER 2024 - MEETING NOTES

Section Under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to 
the public are listed in Section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2019.

Sub-clause and Reason: (e) subject to subregulation (3) – information provided to the council on 
condition that it be kept confidential and would, if publicly disclosed, be 
likely to be contrary to the public interest

21 RESUMPTION OF OPEN MEETING

22 CLOSURE OF THE MEETING
 The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held on 10 December 2024.
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